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operation of our gold-mining lenses, If the
House will take the Bill into Committee up
to the third clause I am prepared to report
progress. In the meantime I will have cet-
tain elauses drafted in such a way that they
will plainly meet the wishes of hon. mem-
hers. At the same time I would point out
that the Imperial Government can always
step in and make our actions ultra vires.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

-In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clavges 1 and 2—agreed to.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

Close of Scasion.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mltchel]-—Nor-
tham) [4.351: T move—

That for the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so as
to enable Bills to be passed through all
their stages in one day, and Messages from
the Legislative Council to be taken into
congideration on the day on which they arc
received, also 8o far as to admit of &he
reporting and adopting of resolutions of
tho Committees of Supply, and Ways and
Means on the day on which they shall have
passed those Committees.

[ASSEMBLY.] -

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.36]: T
must express my surprise at the Premicer
moving this motion withont giving any rea-
sons whatever why it should be carried at
this stage of the session. I intend to op-
pose the motion, and to opposc it strenu-
ously. My desire is to meet the Government
as far as possible in regard to the despateh
of the business of the session, se that we
may close down in a.reasonable time; but I
do contend that it is unro'monnb!e fo
agk for the suspension of the Standing
Orders when we have a Notice Paper
with 36 Orders of the Day on it, 17
of them being Government Biils which
have not yet entered upon the second
reading, except for having been intro-
duced and explained by Ministers Tn ad-
dition, there are five Government Bills which
have only just reaeled the Committee stage.
Thus therc are 22 Bills, Government Bills,
which this House has yet to deal with prac-
tically from beginning to end. It is not fair
to ask the House to deal with those Bills
while the Government have power to push
them throngh all stages in one sitting. Fur-
ther, we have no guarantee that if to-day the
Standing Orders are suspended as asked, new
Bills may not be brought down next week.
I'mdeed, there is on to-day’s Notice Paper a
motiyn, standing in the name of the Min-
ister for Mines, which asks for leave to
introduce ‘‘An Act to establish a Cowneil of
Industrial Development.’’ To ask the Honse
to suspend the Standing Orders before mem-
bers know cven the e¢ontenis of sowme Bills
vet to he Lrought before it during the next
week or two, is altogether unfair. I know it
has been the practice to suspend the Stand-
ing Orders as the eclose of the session draws
unear, but wvsually that request is made by o
Government only  during the last week or
two, when the work of the session, that is to
say the Bills on the Notiee Paper, have ad-
vaneed to such a stage that menmbers know |
their contents and are in a position to judge
of their importance. TUnder such conditions
one ig fairly safe in apreeing to n suspen-
sion of the Standing Orders. But with 17
Bills awaiting their sccond reading debate,
nnd with five others awaiting the Commit-
tee -stage, it is not right to ask that the
Standing Ovders he suspended. Tnelnded in
this list are some Bills to which T am
strongly opposcd, and it iz not fair to ask
me to yield np some of the methoda at wy
disposal for enforeing my opinion. If T
am opposed to a Bill and have an oppor-
tunity of wmaking that opposition felt at
varions stages in the passage of the meas-
ure through this Chamber, my chances of
achieving my puarpose, namely, the defeat
of the wmeasure, are better than they wonld
he if the Government were empowered to
force the measure through in ome sitting. T
am not prepared to agree to any proposi-
tion which wonld assist the Government to
pass through this Honse as rapidly as may
be Bills which ¢mbody principles to which
[ objoet, Moreaver, there are on the Notice
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Paper some private members’ Bills, which are
not included in the list to which I have re-
ferred; and some of these private Bills are
of greater importance than many of the
measures standing in the names of Ministers.
One does mot know whether an opportunity
will be given at all to discusy those private
Bills. If the Government intend, as appar-
ently they do, to close the session at an
early date and te rush their own Billa through
there will be wery little opportunity, or no

opportunity whatever, given for the oson-
sideration of any matters on the Notice
Paper outside Government business, Again,

we have to recolleet that all the Bills which
have yet to be considered here must there-
after go to another place, where no doubt
many amendments will he made, Those
amendments will be crowding back upon this
Chamber, many of them importunt amend-
ments; and immediately a message is received
from another place, if the Standing Orders
are suspended, it will be open for the Gov-
ernment to proeced with ita consideration,
without hon. members bhaving had an oppor-
tunity of considering or digesting the amend-
mentr. How will it be possible for mem-
hers of this ITouse to appreciate a long list
of umendments in, say, the Factories and
Shops Bill if their consideration here is pro-
eceded with jwmmediately upon their reeceipt
from another place? The Prender no doubt
will =ay that many of the Billa in this list
of 22 or 23 ‘are of minor importaunce. Some
of them, certainly, are annual measures,
mercly continuanee Bille whieh come down
every vear. There arc the measures refer-
ring to land tax, income tax, and dividend
dutics, for instance, But, on the other hand,
the Wheat Marketing Bill is one of the
most important Bills which has come before
Parlinmnent doring the present session.
The Premier: Tt is a very old friend.

Hon, P. COT.LTER: No doubt it is an old’

friend, but perhaps as we get to kmow old
friends better we find ourselves more ad-
vantageously sitvated to econsider their many
idiosyncrasices.

Mer. Johnston: The Wheant Marketing Bill
is a1 formal measure.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Ton, members may
view that Bill as they like. T merely say
that T view it as probably the maost import-

ant Bill of the session.  TForther, in
the list to  which T refer there
4 a Bill to amend the Land Aect.  This,

T take it, is the amending Bill which was
promised lnst session, which has heen pro-
miged ever since this session opened, to deal
with pastoral lands, mainly those in the
North-West. Tt will he remembered that on
the day before the last scssion closed a Bill
for this purpese wag imtroduced here, being
abanidoned by the Government on the last
day of the gession because, it was stated,
sufficient time was not, avnilable for the con-
sideration of the wmeasnre,  Tu giving the
reasons for the abandonment of that Bill,
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whele matter would be fully considered dur-
ing the recess, and that an amending Bill
would be hrought dewn during this session.
The hon. gentleman said that the matter was
rather eomplicated and required careful con-
sideration, which would be given to it dur-
ing recess. What has happened? We met
carly in Aungust, and now we are ot the end
of November, within a fortnight, practically
of the close of the scssion, and that amend-
ing Bill is not bofore us yet. It is a Bill
of the utmost importance to the eountry gen-
crally, and also to the porsons interested in
pastoral leases; and yet, within a fortnight
or 8o of the closing of the session, the Pre-
mier proposes to hring down that measure
with the Stapding Orders suspended and to
push it through, if that course is thought
desirable by the Government, in one sitting,
It is not fair,

The Premier:
doing it either.

Hon. P, COLLTER: But there is the pos-
sibjtity. Tt is not fair to the House, nor is
it fair to the people. If we are to have
legislation on sound lines, it i easential that
the progress of Bills through Parliament
should be fairly slow in ovder to allow people
outside, who may be affected by the legis-
Jation, to become aequainted with their con-
tents. If a Rill he introduced to-duy, pushed
through all stages and sent to another place,
and dealt with jn that Chamber with the
Btanding Orders suspended as well, it is
quite possible for people to read the next day
of the passage of a Bill through hoth Houses
of Tarliament without any prior knowledge
of its introduction at all. Not only is such a
thing possible, but at this late stage of the
session it is practically inevitable, even with-
out the suspension of the Standing Orders,
that Billa will be dealt with in the manner
I have indicated. That is not a fair way of
doing business, If we have failed to make
that progress we should have made during
the carly part of the sesgion—and 1 think
perhaps we have failed

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Opposition can-
not be blamed for that,

Hon, I, COLLIER: No, it is not on aecount
of any undue discussion on the part of mem-
Liers on the Opposition side of the House. We
have not held up any of the business of the
session by wilful obstruction or by undue talk.
Tf therc has been unnecessary delay, it has
been beeause of the large following the Gov-
erament is burdened with, In all probability
that cncwnbrance will be relieved shortly.
1t cannot be chargel against many memnbers
of the House-—perhaps T should not make
any exception—that they have been respon-
sible for any undue diseussion. That being so,
to ask members to agree to the suspension
of the Standing Orders within two ov three
wecks “hefore the close of the session is not
fair. We are only just now entering upon the
lewislative work of the session. We have
heen engaged up to now upon Estimates and

There is no intention of

the Premier definitely promised that the wotions, and the renl work of the wewsion,



1916

so far as Bills are concerned, is only just
starting, The first really serious attempt to
«eal with legislation was made yosterday when
we had the Mining Act Amendment Bill be-
fore uwg, Some of the Bills on the Notice
Paper are not even before us. That we are
just now entering upon the real work of the
session is evidenced by the fact that we
have still 23 Government Bills on the Notice
Paper, all of which are practically untouehed.
1 must object strongly to the suspension of
the Standing Orders at the present stage.
We should unot be asked to agree to such a
proposal for at least another week; we should
not be asked to do so until we have disposed
of a fair proportion of the work on the Notice
Paper and made reasonable progress with
the remainder of the Bills, It is by such
means that slipshod legisiation passes through
this ¢hamber. Amendments are agrecd to
which are Jdrafted by members themselves,
and we do not find out until later on what
flaws exiat in those amendments, and conse-
guent defeets, which we did not anticipate,
are often apparent in far reaching results.
I recall the faet that it was between two and
three o’clock in the morning affter an all
night sitting when the amendment to the
Land Aet passed through the Chamber, the
consequences of whivh have been far renching
to the people of Western Australia,

My, Johnston: A very adverse effect.

Hou. P. COLLIER: That was becaunse of
the slipshod way that legislation was passed
through the House during the early honrs at
the close of the session. It is inevitable that
Bills will go through during the last few
weeks of o session speedily, but if we sus-
pendd  the Standing Orders, measures are
passed so hurriedly that they are not pro-
perly examined. We should do our work in a
reasonable way during reasonable hours, and
not pass legislation which may have a detri-
mental effect on the intercsts of the State
during the carly hours of a sitting, by the
adoption of slipshed methods. I shall eppose
the motion even to the extent of ealling for
o division.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN
mantle) [+53]: T hope
postpona this motion for
do not think that he ean
part of his carecr:

The Premicr: When this motion was not
apposed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T know it has
heen usnal for tha Opposition to oppose the
suspension of the Standing Orders. The
Premier himself did so when he was sitting
in Opposition. Tt is oniy fair that the min-
ority should try to protect themselves, and
the only protection they have is embraced
within the Standing Orders. Ou the present
oceasion I claim with all sincerity that dur-
ing the period the Labour party have been
in opposition, both during the war and since,
we have indulged in no factious tactics. We
have endeavoured to assist the Government
and the State generally and the Government

{North-East Fre-
the Premier will
anothor week. 1T
look back on any

[ASSEMBLY.]

have told the people that every member
sitting behind them was frec to vote as he
considered best in the interests of the State.
When we find a Government ke the present,
adopting the eonrse, which has never been
followed previously, of introducing eight or
ning Bills during onc week, and asking at
the end of that weck for the suspension of

the Standing Orders to enable them to dis- °

pose of the Bills at one sitting, it is time
that we protested against such a course as
heing unfair to members and to their con-
stituents. Members will' not be justified in
agrecing to such a course, no matter how
much they may sesire to ussist the Govern-
ment in passing the legislation. 1t is often
necessary for members, to consult their con-
stitnents regarding measores which come be-
fore the House. During the present session
¥ bhave found' it incumbent wpon wme to dis-
cuss sume Bills with lasiness and other peo-
Me, in order to aseertain the probable cffect
ot the legislation, and in order to obtain
knowledge which T did wot then possess. Tt
is necessary that every member should have
time to make the inquiries he deems neces-
sary before legislation ig passed. The Gov-
ernment were late in starting the session and
the Premier has put np what he considers
ample justification. 1 am unet going to say
whether we consider that explanation soffi-
cient or not. Members were in their plaees
for many weeks Defore there was  busi-
ness of any importanee brought forward by
the Government. Same of the Bills on the
Notice Paper at present are sueh that they
econld have been introduced during the first
week of the session. The TPremier must
realise that we want to get away as well as
he does.

The Premier: | wish | could believe that.

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: Tt is a fact, but,
while we arc anxious to sce the session con-
cluded, we are willing to sit on so that the
legislation passed may be in the hest inter-
ests of the State.

The Premier:
on.

Mon. W. . ANGWIN: With the Notice
Paper in the state it is in to-day, it ia not
fair to ask us to agrec to the motion at the
present stage, Many of the Bills will re-
quire a good deal of consideration. Take
the Rill whiech provides for the establish-
ment of a comneil of industrial development.
No one knows what that measure means, nor
de we know what its effect will be.  The
Premier has referred to the Wheat Murket-
ing Bill. Billa of a similar nature were
passed in the other States a month or two
apo. T read a speech by the Prime Minister
when ho introduced the Bill in the Federal
Parliament. On that aoccasion he said that

Well, yon will have to it

.Ml the States had passed simitar legistation.

The Premier: Tt is merely a continuance
Bill, .

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No, it is not. The
Prime Minister did not know that Western
Australia had not passed this Bill and even
now we have wot got the Bill before us, ex-
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vept at the gecond reading stage. The State
Trading Concerns Bill has not been intro-
duced and a numher of other measures have
not been introdured yet. 1 presume the
Land and Income Tax Bill is merely a re-
ennctment of the present Act, but the Pre-
nmier promised one or two amcndments.

The Premier: No, T did not.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T hope the Pre-
mier will not adhere to his desire to pass
this motion, anid will agree net to bring it
on before next week, when wo will he ahle
to seo how we are petting on. ’

Mr., O'LOGLHLEN (Forrest) [4.59]: In n
very few words | desire to express the
opinion that the Premier will be i1l advised
to force this wmotion through to-day. [
hope be will adopt the suggestion of the
member for North-Bast Fremantle and so
expedite the business, A severe indictment

+ould be brought against the Government:

for the way in which they have held np
the business,

Hon. P. Collier: Or failed to get it
through.
Mr. O'LOGITLEN:  Another place has

been sitting for four months, and only to-
day 1 heard & member of that Chamber
Acclare that during the four months they
have had twe Bills introdueed, both of
which were ruled out. ‘He intimated his
intention for the rest of the session to vote
against cvery Government Bill sent up
there.  Members of another place are
always complaining that we send them slip-
shod measures. How uare our measures to
be anything buot slipshod if we are_to put
them through all stages in one day? When
auch Bills come up for interpretation in the
rourts serious disabilities arc  imposed,
gerious wrong is often done, and the inten-
tion of Parlinment is not carried out. In
the whole of thig lengthy Notice Paper
there are but five measures whieh eould not
have been introduced at the beginning of
the session, We have heen sitting four
months, and what have we done?

The Minister for Mines: We consider the
Estimates on a totally differcnt bnsis from
that on which they are considered in the
(‘ouneil,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : That is so, but if
Minigters had desired to expedite business
they would have made more progress with
snme of the Bills. Only the other night we
had before us the Lunacy Act Amendment
Rill, which could have been passed in o
vonple of hours, instend of which we were
all night considering ouc reagonable amend-
ment, Never before had T seen such an
exhibition of stubborn obstinacy on  the
part of a Minister.  The amendment was
a perfeetly roasonsble onc.

Mr, Jobhuston: And ultimately they will
aceept it.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Yes, they will accept
it. Why do not the Government take up
a rveasonable attitude when a reasonable
proposition is put forward?
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The Premier: May [ ask the same ques-
tion of you now?

My, O’LOGHLEXN: My remarks will not
wnduly delay progress. But 1 must protest
against the dilatory way in which the Gov-
cenment have tackled the work of the ses-
sion, W let them get into recess lust year
without that c¢onsideration whieh should
itave been given many Bills, because cach
Minister satd he wanted to get into his
office, to administer his department, Then,
affer an exhibition of maladministration,
they come haek to Parliament with o new
programme, not complete and ready fur con-
sideration, but added to hriek hy brick,
week after week, Now the Premier tells
us e wants to close up on or about the 10th
December.  In the meantime he wishes to
get 27 Bills through, of which, ag T hava
said, only five had 1o be of reeent origin.
For-the others, there is no valid reason why
they should not have been introduced dur-
ing the first fortnight of the sessjon. It is
unfair to ask members at this stage to
suspend the Standing Orders so as to allow
Bills to be put right through in one day;
it is not fair cither to the House or to
another place. which will he deluged with
svork after four months of comparative
idleness. They will have to sit till two or
three o’clock in the morning if they ave
to finish hefore Christmas, Tt is not an
cquitable distribution of the work. The
Government ought to be more cunsideratg.
especially towards the leader of the Opposi-
tion, who, unlike Ministers, has mo
administrative staff to go through Bills for
him.

The Minister for Mines:
licutenants doing?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: His licutenants can-
ot get the neeessary information with the
same facility as ean Ministers and their
staifs,

The Premier: T will appoint an additional
seerctary for him.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We might appoint an
additional sceretary, in the person of the
member for Leedervilte (Mr. Veryard), for
von. When the leader of the Oppesition has
to stew over every Bill, it is only fair that
those Billa should he introduced as early
as possible, If five or six are rushed on to
him in a week at the close of the session, it
is unot to he cxpeeted that he shall get a
reasonably good grasp of them. The busi-
wess of the session might be more oqmtnlgl_y
Mistributed and the more important Bills in-
treduced in the carly stoges and so con-
sidered at leisure.

The 1vemier:
Regsion. .

Mr. OQO'LOGHLEN: The Premier can
afford to leave the business of next scssion
to those who will be doing jt, and in the
meantime drop all the Orders of the Day
which he does not seriously intend to pro-
veed with, or which he can do without. That

What are his

1 promise that for next.
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would he much better than sending inte our
courts ill-considered Aets of Parliament to
he torn to picees.

Mr. TROY (Mt Maguet) [5.7): L make
the same suggestion, The Premier should
seleet from this list those Bills which the
Government propose to see through, and
should drop the others forthwith. If the
Premier intends to close the session on the
10th December, he ought to indicate to the
Touse now ihe Bills which the Government
consider important, We should then lmow
where we are. It is altogether wrong to ask
members to consider Bills which the Govern-
ment hnve no serious intention of seeing
through. There is here a large number of
Bills which have uo possibility of passing
this session, I do not wish to see the session
unduly prolonged, beeause we are to have the
general clections next year, and I understand
the majority of members are to be can-
didates. 1 am quite prepared to help the
Governoent with the business, but before
moving this motion the Premier should have
notified us which Bills he c¢onsiders import-
ant.

Mr, WILLCOGK (Geraldten) [3.10]: If
those members who think they have a gerious
grievance against the Government express
their opinions, they may influence the Gov-
ernment to give serious consideration to our
views. Tt is the practice for the Premier to
congult with the leader of the Qpposition on
a motion like this, and then to give to the
House an indication of which Bills are to be
carried through. The existence of this prae-
tice is sugpested in the phrase, ** Slaughtered
innocents,’' Tf the Premier wonld give us
some idea as to which are to be slaughtered,
we should know where we were. The Gover-
nor’s Speech declared that we were to have
this session o Billi authorising the econstrue-
tion of & railway from Bridgetown to Den-
mark. I am assured that Bill, if it is intro-
duced this scssion, will meet with serious
opposition, and that unless it can be rushed
through in one sitting there will be consider-
able difficulty in getting it passed. As the

lender of the Opposition said regarding the:

Land Aet Amendment Bill, I know membera
of both Houses who are going to offer serioua
opposition to it.

The Minister for Mines: Then we gball
have to get some opposition to the Meeka-
tharra-Horseshoe railway.

Mr, WILLCOCK: That would not make
much difference to me. But why oppose it?
The Minister for Mines: Why threaten?

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1 was not threatening.
Tn any ease it does not make much Jiffer-
ence to me., If my constituents desired me
to vote against,the Meckatharra-Horseshoe
Railway Bill I would be prepared to do se.
It is not fair to ask us to agree to the mo-
tion until we know which Bills are to be
dropped. We have on the Notice Paper a
number of Bills designed for the protection
of various professions, Are they all to be
roshed through without our being able to

[ASSEMBLY.]

give them due consideration? We all have
constituents interested in those professional
Bills, and I think we should have full oppor-
tunity for diseussing them with our eon-
stituents. We on this side are scrious in
our opposition to the motion, and the Pre-
mier will be well advigsed to withdraw it.

Hon, T. WALKER (Kanowna) [5.15]: 1
trust that the Government will reconsider
this matter. We should not be confronted
with such a Dusiness paper in the very heat
of summer and with no enlighteninent from
thy Government as to what is material or
essential, what can Dbe leld over, amd what
can be dropped altegether. We have no light
fo guide us; we ave asked to give the Gov-
crnment carte  blanche. 1 think we have
never had a session when we have found
business 50 congested at the fag end, largely
by Bills of ne temporary urgency, but as
has been pointed out, of the character of
apeeial legislation for favoured seetions of the
community. We have been discussing almost
academic subjects of no immediate concem.
The country has coutinved up to the prescnt
without any cutery for these Bills, and all at
onee, as if whea tiie Government took charge
of affairs at the beginning of the session
they felt that they must have something to
go on with, they piled up anything and
threw it down to "keep Iarliament going.
Meanwhile wo have kept going for no real
public good. There arc ou the Notice Papor
one of two Bills of vital importance to large
scctions of the community, which Bills
ghould have heen considered months ago.
We should have heen disposing of them in-
stead of discussing debating-elass matters of
legislation. Another Chamber has practically
rothing to do. It has been waiting for us;
it has heen adjourning before the tea hour
almoat regularly.

The Minister for Mines: Beeause wo have
heen dealing with the Estimates.

Hon, T. WALKYER: But as a rule we have
always had sufficient general legislation of
public importance to keep another paco
moving, and when we have sent aleng the
Estimates members in another place have
said that they were overworked, not under-
worked, What ean we cxpeet in the way of
sound, clear-headed legislation when we are
ashed to deal with a programme like this
in o week, a fortnight, or three weeks? To
do it justice we should devote a session to
it. 1f the Governor’s Speech had been de-
livered to -us yesterday and all these meas.
ures had been mentioned in the Speech, wo
would have shivered; we would have heen
taken absolutely by surprise at the fertility
of the draftsman., Before we consent to pass
the motion wa ought to have a clear definite
atatement and understanding between both
aides of the Touse as to what weasures can
be dropped, and what measures are of such
importance that they will not wait. But
we have heard no statement; we have noth-
ing to gmide ws. There are Billa on the Not-
ice Paper which have not yet attained to
the second reading stage, Bills which will do
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next century, and they will be new even
then, as nothing of temporary necessity
¢laims their attention at present. Then thero
are some measures that deserve more than a
week 's earnest eonsideration, measures affeet-
ing the whole poliey of the development of
this State, measures that may bind our des-
tinies for good or for evil in our manage-
mont of the public lands, measures that
affect the policy of the future development
and settlement and building up of our coun-
try, and we are expected to rush them
through, probahly some of them at midnight,
without eantroversy, without time for cool
heads to apply reflection, merely as they are

printed, }t is unworthy of the dignity of
Parliament to take such a course. There is
no excuse for the Government, Time has

heen occupied with matters of no immediate
concern to the welfare of the whole State.
The Premier: To what do you refer?
Hon. T. WALKER: To several Bills, for
instance gome of those introduced by the At-
torney General, Bills which affect a partien-
lar professional class of one kind or another.
These measures may be all right to benefit
a few individvals and perhaps remové some
itls and injnstices, but they are of no. im-
mediate importance when we have really im-
portant matters clamouring to be dealt with,
The Bill relating to bulk handling is not a
trivial matter to be taken in the spirit of
““Qpen yonwr mouth and shut your cyves and
see what God will send you,.'’
The Premicr: Tt is casy to understand it.
Mon. T. WALKER: Tt may be, bt it in-
volves principles which require to be care-
fully weighed before a deliberative ecouclu-
sion i8 arrived at. There are people whe
point out with a goed show of reason that
we are contering in the wrong way upon the
lmlk handling scheme, and there are othera
who produce abundance of faets te support
their contention that we are harnessing the
farmers to a very hecavy ehariot which in
future they will be unable to draw, There
are people who conscientiously believe that
this State, with all the facilities at its dis-
posal, is entering upon the seheme too soon,
Mr, SPEAKER: T cannot allow the hou.
member to discuss the bullk handling scheme.
Hon, T. WALKER: T am not disenssing
it; I am inerely answering an interjection,
The Premier said the Bill ¢conld be easily un-
derstood. However rearlily we may grasp
the phrases constituting the measure, there
are arpuments which should be advanced be-
fore the House comes to a decision, so that
the question may be considered in all its
bearings. This eaunot be done in the heat
of debate with a rushed through measure,
sausage-machine legislation, may I term it,
put in at one end and dragged out at the
other end, & wrapped-up document done by
machinery and without supervision. That
kind of legislation is not worthy of the re-
prescntatives of free and enlightencd clee-
tors. We are faced with the position that
we must accept these things without debate.
I d¢ not know whether this method is wiser
or lers wise than the methnd adopted by the
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Federal Parlinment in their gagging of all
kinds of free and fair disenssion. This ia
i kind of gagging, beeause it prevents light
Leing thrown upon subjeets that affect the
destiny of the country we arve sapposed to
sorve. | object to this proeedure. The de-
sire 18 that we should not pass the motion
to-day, bnt wait until the Government havo
made public what they consider it is impera-
tive for us to do and what they consider
can be delegated to another session and an-
other Parliament aud perhaps to the super-
vision of another Government, But we are
heing asled to vote in the dark. That op-
timistie spirit which gnides the Premier in
most things guides him in this. He has a
strong faith that things will come out all
right, and he doees not coneern himself with
that aetivity amd personal supervision so
necessary to make thiugs come out right.
He hopes they will come ont right—we all
hope that—but this is the way to hoteh
everything, At the cnd of the session we
shall not have au single measure that has
been adoquately considered. 1 would nol
object if we had reached the last stages of
these measures, but some of them have only
heen introduced, A vast number are mys-
tories to us, and they amount almost to a
score, enough to keep Parliament busily cm-
ployed threnghout a long session, and yet
we are expected to despateh all this business
in three weeks, with the Estimates still un-
finished and some FEstimates not yet bronght
down. This is asking too much of va, How-
ever docile we may me, however lacking in
factious opposition, however earnest wo may
be in our desire to give the Government fair
play and a fair ebhance, we cannot allow that
apirit of tolernnce to completely bind ns
hand aund foot, and make us indifferent as
to what measures come fo the top and what
measures arc perfeet or imperfeet. We
have a responsibility. We are part of His
Mnjesty’s Opposition placed here to prevent
imperfeet measnres from becoming law.
How can we prevent these imperfeet men-
sures from becoming law if we are not
allowed to adequatcly consider and debate
them, and intelligently vote upon them? |
uppose the motion,

The PREMIER (Hon, J, Mitchell—Nor-
tham [5.28]: T do not suppose there is any
membar whe has oecupied a aeat in thiy
House for any length of time and has not
heard exactly the same nrguments used
against motiona for the suwapension of the
Stamling Orders,

Hon. P. Collier: That is not so.

Mr. Munsie: On other nccasions the Tre-
mier has always given reasons for the wmo-
tion.

The PREMIER: Smilar motions have
always been opposed for the same reasons,
I assure members that T have no desire or
intention to deny them the fullest possible
oppertunity to comsider all matters whiech
may be brought before them., This 1Touse
has worked well during the months that we
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have sat. | have never heard anyone say
we ought to have gat later than we have
Alene.  We have put through a Inrge namber
of Bills, und, of course, there are many be-
fore uy  awaiting further consideration.
Several of the Bills on the Notice »Paper
have already been rvead a sceond time, amd
there are five which T propuse to deal with
on Tuesday night next.

Mr. Munsie: And there is another Bill to
be introduced to-night.

The PREMJER: That is not a very im-

portant omne, and does not matter moch.
There are severnl Continnance Bills,

ou. W. €, Angwin: Only three.

The PREMLiSR: There arve four. Many

matters on the Notice Paper have heen de-
hated at considerable length. dlost of the
Bills are comparatively small, True, we
liave the Wheat Marketing Bill, which 1 be-
lieve hon. membhers desive to discuss, We
have the Land Aet Amendment Bill, which
18 very nearly the sume as the Bill intro-
duced last year. We have also the Mining
Ae¢t Amendment Bill which hag been dis-
cussed and almost Jisposed of.

Homn. . Collicr: We have only just started
the Committee stage.

The PREMIER: 1 do not know why ob-
jection is taken 1o the suspension of the
Standing Orders.

Hon. 'W. . Angwin:
suspend them.

The PREMMER: 1t is not too early, Par-
liament will e given every opportunity to
congider all measures presented to  the
iTouse. There 1s no intention of denving
that vight to hon. members.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What measnres are you
going te drop?

The PREMIER: It is a convenignce to
the House, in dealing with these ineasures,
that after a Bill is put through the Commit-
fee stage it shall pass the third reading and
he gent to another place.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is a convenienee to the
Government to be able to rush things through
at the last stapes of the session.

The PREMTER: The hon. member knows
what this metion means, and T hope the House
will agree to pass it

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You had better post-
pune it for a week,

The PREMIER: There are but few mat-
ters that are likely to take up very much
time. I promise hon, members that they will
have ample opportunity to disenss and con-
sider cvery measure that is hrought hefore
us, The leader of the Opposition knowa that
whenever this ination is moved, the same op-
position te it always oceors,

ITon. W, (", Angwin: Not for the last 16
vearg in this Chamber under similar eondi-
tions.

The PREMIER: MHon. members will find
that the opposition has heen the same on
vach occasion, -

Hon. . Walker: There has always been
an understanding - Yetween  the

[ is too early to

Government
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and the Opposition as to what measures shall
be dropped, and the Standing Orders are
sugpended to deal with the remainder.

The PREMIER: I do not mind sitting
nutil January. The House can pive proper
cohsideration to those measures that remain
to be dealt with,

My, O'Loghlen: Not all of them.

Hon, T, Walker: [f vou are going to drop
some of them Jet us know what they are.

The PREMIER: Ample opportunity will
be given to hon. members to deal with them.
The interests of the country wili not be
jeopardised by the passing of the motion.

Question put and o division taken with
the following result—
Axves .. .. .. 23
Noes .. .. oo 1n
Majority for .. ..o 12
AYES,

Mr. DBroun Mr. Mullany

Mr, Brown Mr. Nafrn

Mr. Davles Mr. Pllkington

Mr. Draper Mr. Robinson

Mr. Duff Mr. Scaddan

Mr. George [ Mr, Stubbs

Mr. Harrison Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Hudson Mr. Underwood

Mr. Johknstion Mr. Veryard

Sir H. B. Lelroy Mr. Willmott

Mr. Maley Mr. Hardwick

Mr, Mltchell {Tcller.)

NoEgs.

Mr. Angwin Mr., Rocke

Mr. Collier Mr. Troy

Mr. Jones Mr., Walker

Mr. Lambert Mr. Willeock

Mr, Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen

Mr. Munsie (Teller.y

Question thus passed.

BILL—COUNCIL OF INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT,

The MINISTER FOR MINES. AND IX.
DUSTRIES  (Hon, J. Seaddan—Albany)
[6.40]: I move—

That leave be given to introduce a Bill
for ‘“An JAet to cstablish a Council of
Tndustrial Development.’?

Ion. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.41]: 1
must oppose this motion, The hon. member
may nod his bead. I1f the matter does not
interest him he ean go ountside.

Mr. Teesdale: T only regret the necessity
for it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am sent here to do
my duty to the ¢oumtry, and that duty I in-
tend to 'do. It is a pity that some hon. mem-
hers do not even read the Bills that are-
introduced. ¥or my part I always endeavour,
to- discharge: the functions I am sent here
to-perform. T do not loll about, and even
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refrain from reading so mueh as the titles
ot Lills, as is the ease wifh so many hon.
members throughout the session. Tt would
be nothing short of participating in a faree
for the House to agree to the introduction of
a new Bill with the Standing Orders sus-
pended and 36 Orders of the Day awaiting
consideration.  Are the Government serious
in the way they are conducting the business
of the House? To ask for leave to introduce
a Bill at this stage iy the most luckadaisieal,
careless, and shipshod way of conducting the
Tuginesy of the Ilouse that I Lave ever known,
Ministers know well that they do not intend
that half the Rills on the Notice Paper shall
be put through, Why suggest a farce in this
House?

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder' The hon, member
iy not in order in using the word ‘‘farce'’
ih that way.

Mr. Jones: What else is it?

Hon, P. COLLIER: T do not know that the
word ig an offensive one or is contrary to
the Standing Orders. At nll events, it is
the word T prefer to use, and T should prefer
te eontinne to wae it,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member hus ap-
plied it to the House, or rather to the Gov-
ornment turning the House into a farce.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T have applied it to
the Government who are staging the faree.

Mr. SPEAKER: This is not the place in
which to stage it.

Hon. P. COLLIER:
ohjecting to,

Mr. SPEAKER: [ am objecting to the
hon. member making use of the term in that
rospect.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I propose to do so,
[ have not cast ony reflection upon this
House, but T am at liberty to reflect upon
the Government go long a8 T do not make use
of pny term that is offensive. The Govern-
ment, not the House, are staging a farce, T
held that it is meither offensive nor contrary
to the Standing Orders to say so. It is8 no-
thing short of attempting to stage a farce
to be wasting the time of the House and
rven wasting the public furds in printing
the notices, when the Government know full
well that they have no possible chance of
pasging many of these measures, and have
no intention that they should be passed. Do
the Government imagine that they can get
through the work on this ecrowded Notice
Paper within the next 10 days, and at the
same time oo on introducing new Billa? They
know well it cannot be done, There are Billa
of the utmost importance on the Notice Paper.

Mr, SPEAKER: Those Bills are not under
vonsideration.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am surely permitted
te make a passing allusion to them. You
are not roing to gag me, Sir.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member must
withdraw that remark. T have not attempted
to gag him or any other hon. member, I
ask him to withdraw the remark.

Hon, P, COLLIER: T withdraw it.

That is what T am
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My, SPEAKER: The motion before the
Chair is for leave to introduce a Bill for
a eertain purpese. The hon. member is op-
posing this motion on the ground

Hon. I'. COLLIER: On the ground that
commends itself to my judgment as being a
gound ground, so long as it is within the
Standing Orders.

Hou. W. G Angwin: You can give your
reasons for saying go.

Hon, P. COLLIER: If I am to be pulled
up as being out of order, the very moment
1 mentiou the title of one of the Bills on the
Notive Puper without your knowing, Sir, in
what dircetion 1 propose to-reler to it

Mr. Troy: It is unfair,

Mr, SPEAKER;: The hon. member said
the Notice Paper was crowded with matter,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I was pulled up be-
cause L sail the MNotice Paper was crowded
with matter. To what else may I refer if
I cannot make an observation of that sort?
The reason | am opposing this motion ia be-
euse the Notice Paper is crowded with
matter, Surely I am permitted to say that,
and to point out the reasors why I am ob-
Jesting to the introduction of new legislation,
namely, that there are so many Bills belore
ug awaiting consideration. In order to ad-
vanee my argument I am justified in point-
ing out the natore of some of these Bills
and their importance, It would appear to
be the desire of the Government to so crowd
the Notice Paper with more or less unim-
portant Bills so that the House may be oe-
cupied during the remaining fortnight of
the scssion on those Bills, and so that the
Government may have an excose for drop-
ping those Bills that really do not matter,
Then we shall be told at the end of the
gession that the Government regrets wery
mneh that the Land Aet Amendment Bill
way dropped beeause there was no time avail-
able in which to deal with it. Let the Gov-
ernment go on with the work whick is before
the House, Let them take up the Billa that
are of importance and regarding which they
are sincere, Let them proceed with the con-
sideration of those Bills, and when they
have been passed, then, with the Btanding
Orders suspended, the motion for leave to
introduce this latest Bill can be submitted.
Te introduce new legislation on top of 23
Bills alrcady on the Notice Paper, and with
the Standing Orders suspended, is evidence
of lack of sineerity, and of a lack of method,
the like of which I have not noticed in this
House for many years. Talk about slipshod
methods of conducting business! What is
this Bilt? Tf the. House grants leave to in-
troduce it, we may find it to be of a contro-
vergial nature.

The Minister for Mines: T will not go on
with it if it is.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know what
it is about.

The Minister for Mines:
until it is introdueed.

Hon. P, COLLIER: We have more than
ample work on the Notice Paper to get

You cannot know
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through in the period at our disposal. 1t is
not right to ask us to place a Bill on the
Notice Paper merely to moke it appear to
the public that the Government are anxious
to pass legislation whieh is sought by this,
that, or the other gquarter, when the Govern-
ment know full well that the time at the dis-
posal of Parliament will not permit of its
being dealt with, It may even be thut the
responsibility for the failure to pass some of
the Bills which appear on the Notice Paper
will be heaped on the Opposition; it may be
said that the Opposition obstrueted the pas-
sage of that legislation.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: They cannot possibly
sy that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1t does not do for one
holding a respomsible position on this side
of the Iouse to he too complacent. The
more onc ig inclined to be tolerant, the more
does one see cvidence of disgust on the faces
of members oppesite.  Whenever a member
on this side of the llouse cxercises his right
to eritirise o measnre, and thus occupics the
time of the louse for a little while, members
opposite show their disapproval on their
taces. [f some of those members had been
here in yeurs gone by they would have had
mueh greater reason te display those looks
of disgust at the tactics of the Opposition.
T am relerring to the time when the party
they nrc now upperting wero in opposition.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We on this side rc-
present people, not sheep.

Hon. P. COLLIER: L hope that onr Je-
sire to be courteous and to help on the busi-
negs of the House will not he regarded as
evidence of weakness which wmay be taken
advantage of. If any such impression has
got abroad I want to dispel it.

The Premier: Tt has not so far ag I know.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T know that the Pre-
mier would not be capuble of entertaining
sueh an opinion. That ia the view I lold
with regard to the Premier; others nay take
a different view, .

The Minister for Mines: You are not re-
ferring to me,

Hon, P, COLLIER:
beyond the Premier.

The Minister for Works: I am sure you
are not referring to me,

Hon. P. COLLTER: I may make a mis-
take if 1 start particularising. L am going
to exercisc my right in the public interests
to criticise those measures that I think should
be criticised, I am also going to oppose
any attitude which will serve to bring the
House into ridicule, and I claim that ia what
is being dene by introducing new Bills at
this stage of the session, when it is recog-
niged that there ia no possible chanee of
passing them, and when the Government have
no serious intention of cndeavouring to pass
them.

Hon. T. WALEKER (Kanowna) [5.54]: Tt
scems to me the height of inconsistency to
pass a motion to suspend tho Standing
Orders, for what purpose? For the purpose

I am not speeifying
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of anubling us to get through the business
already announced. On the very heel of
that we find new business being introduced,
and no assurance that there wiil not be
more to foilow. Can there be any earnest-
ness in that inethod of procedure? We
have in effeet been told that unless the
Standing Orders are suspended we cannot
get through the husiness within the time
allotted to us. I eannot tell what the Bill
is that the Minister for Mines wishes teo
submit, but the title iz suggestive of a Bill
of a controversial nature, n Bill which will
take up the time of the House. If it ie
valuable, if it is nccessary, why defer it
until this late hour of the secssiont The
vialue of it must have been kunown before
now. This policy of the Government is bad
beenuse new legislation should not be in-
troduecd whoen members are weary of the
session and cannot avoid being weary of it,
and they arc all congcicus of the fact that
the session must be terminated within a
reasonable time. The Government appear
ty have no appreciation of the responsibility
connected with the introduction of legisla-

tion, T am reminded by the leader of
the Opposition that the Premier aaid
in reterence to this Bill that it does
not matter whether it goes through or
not. [f that be the case, is it not—to use

n word that appears to have a tinge of the
ohjectionable nbout it—a farce, to submit
a measure when it does not matter what
its fate may bet

The Minister for Works:
hiere?

Hon. T. WALKER: The Premier used
those words with regard to the meusure
which is the subject of {he motion. Yet
we must have it put upon the Notice Paper,
to take its place in the order of Jabate,
and to have it discussed when thu dehate
may be merely one with nothing 14 aceom-
plish, I objeet to the time of Puarlinment
being wasted in that way. Either the
mensure is important or it is not important.

The Minister for Mines: I will withdraw
the motion if you sit down,

Hon. T. WALKER: Very well.

The Minister for Mines: I ask leave lo
wirhdéraw tho motion,

Wotion by leave withdrawn,

This measure

BILLS (2), THIRD READIN(,
1, Railways Classification Board.
2, Innkeepers.
Transmitted to the Couneil,

BILL—GUARDIANSHIP OF INFANTS,
Counecil’s Amendments,
2¢l.edule of two amendircuts made by the
Logislative Council now 2onsidered.
In Committee.

Mr., Munsie in the Chair; Mr. Roeke in
charge of the Bill
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No. 1. Add the following new eclause, to
stand as No, 11:—*Where no adequate pro-
vision made by testator, court may make
orders, cte. (1} If any person (hercinafter
called the testator) dying or having died
after the 1st day of January, 1921, disposes
of his or her property cither whelly or
partly by will in such manner that the
widow, hushand, or children of suech person
or any or all of them are left without
adequuate provision for their proper maiu-
tenance, edueation, or advancement in life
as the case may be, the ecourt may at its
diseretion and taking into consideration all
the ecircumstances of the case, on applica-
tion by or on behalf of such wife, hushand,
or children, or any of them, ordar that such
provision for such maintenance, education,
and advancement as the court thinks fit,
shall he made out of the estate of the testa-
tor for such wife, bushand, or ehildren, or
any or all of them, and may attach sueh
conditions to the order as jt thinks fit: pro-
vided that the court may refusc to wmake
an order in favour of any person whose
character or conduct ia sueh as to disentitle
him to the benefit of such order, (2) Every
such order shall operate and take effect as
if the same had bLeen made by a codieil to
the will of the deeecased person executed
immediately before his or her death’’:

Mr, ROCKE: I move—
That the amendwment be agreed fo.

Hon. T. WALKER: While approving of
the purpose of the Council’s new clause, T
wish to question an aspect of the proviso.
The real purpose of the clause is to pro-
vide for the children. There may be per-
gong whoge character is such ns to entitle
them to no congideration from the court.
Suppose, wnow, that sush a  person
wera in charge of the children. True,
the State could then take chargoe of them.
But, surely, if there are assets left by the
deccased parent which would secure educa-
tion for the children we ought not to take
into consideration the character of the par-
ticular person who has charge of them, but
ghould rather cxtend the power of the courl
to order the children to be maintained out of
the cstate by some guardian appointed by
the court, or, failing that, by the State Chil-
dren Department. I merely draw attention
to what seems to me an imperfection; I do
not for the moment see how T can verbally
amend the clause,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I would
ask the member for Kanowna and othér mem-
bers of the Committee to bear in mind that
the object of the new clause, which is taken
from the New South Wales Aet, is to prevent
people making eapricioug wills and without
good recason deliberately cutting off some of
their dependants and thus throwing them on
the State. We know it is utterly useless to

leave money to some people: one wight as

well throw it in the gutter, The new clause
will not intarfere with the express wishes of
the testator unless those wishes are really
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unreasonable and against the interests of the
State. I appreciate the objeet of the mem-
ber for Kanowna, but I do not think it is
one which would justify us in amending this
new clanse.

Mr, ROCKE: T think the member for
Kanowna overlooks the faet thaf the Bill as
it left the Assembly contained provision for
giving the ecourt power to remove an un-
worthy guardian. Another person may be
appointed in the place of sueh a guardian,
oven if the latter is the pavent of the child.
I believe that the intercsts of the ¢hild, which
are in the hon. member’s mind, will wnder
this new clause he safeguarded so leng ag the
child remaing a child,

My, ROBINSBON: Would the hon. wmem-
ber in charge of the Bill please tell me what
iz the meaning of the word ‘‘children’’ in
the new clavse? Did the mover of the new
clanse intend that that word should apply
only to boys and girls under the age of 21
years, or that it shoild apply for all life?
Other words used in the clause, ‘‘mainten-
ance, education, or advancement,’’ are al-
ways in conneetion with minors, but hardly
used in conmection with adults.

Mr. ROCEE: I do not know what was in
the mind of the mover of the new eclause,
but T certainly believe that he meant the now
clause to apply so long as a person was the
child of the testator, regardless of the child's
age.

The Attorncy General:
iz what is intended.

Question put and passed; the wouneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Title.—Add the following words:——
t*And to assure to the widow or widower
and family of a testator an adequate main-
tenanee from,the cstate of such testator'’:

Mr. ROCEE:, This is merely a econsc-
quential amendment. I move—

That the amendment be agrecd to.
Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a Message aceordingly rvoeturned to the
Legislative Council.

That, vcertainly,

BILL—HERDSMAN'S LAKE DRAIN-
AGE.

Message.

Message from the Governor rteceived and
read recommending the Bill

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previons day.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [6.13]:
I am sorry that the Minister for Works, in
introducing this Bill, did not give us more
information, The works proposed under this
measure may lave an evil cffeet on the im-
mediate locality and on the city of Perth,
We have evidence here in Perth of past dele-
terions actions done withont consideration
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for the future. By way of illustratiom, one
need only leok at Hay-street, the residents
of which, I believe, decided in the carly days
to Imild up closer.

The Miumster for Works: That is correct
as regards Fremantle, but not ns regards
Perth., '

The Minister for Mines: Moreover, this
Bill does not propose to drain llay-street,

Mr. LUTEY: I am merely illustrating
what may be done by hon. members uu-
wittingly in passing this Bill. To con-
trol the traflic in the prineipal strects of
Perth and Fremantle is now o most trouble-
some matter. Had some thought been taken
in the past, our two pringipal citirs would
have been much better laid owt and built
than they are. [lay-street, Perth, should
have been one of the finest sirects in Aus-
tralia. 1 understand that the Jand to he ve-
claimed at [Merdsman’e Lake is to he used
for the settlement of soldicra.

Nitting sugpended from 6.15 {0 7.40 p.m,

My, LUTEY: When introducing this Rill
the Minister pointed out that this land was
to be reclaimed for the purposes of soldier
settlement.  This particular area is quite
close to Leederville and it strikes me that in
a State like Western Awnstralia there should
he plenty of land available without com-
menecing market gardening on an extensive
seale in this particular locality. I (o wuot
know what the intentions of the Govern-
ment are regarding this seheme, or on what
arcas it iy intemled to settle the men. The
{iovernment  purchased 1,073 acres  for
£1,732 108, and also another block of 200
aeres 1 rood 24 perehes for £3,036. Tt would
he & pity to commence market gardens so
close to the eity. We have the Perth endow-
ment lands on one side and the city on the
other, and this particular area wunder dia-
cussion between them. [ believe that Perth
is destined to be an immense eity in the
future. it would be a pity to dvain what can
e made a beautiful lake.

Mr, Underwood: Yon ecan always block
the drain if yon wish to.

Mr, LUTEY: It way he necessary to have
a certain wmount of drainage there for the
henefit of the distriet, but it would be of
advantage in the interests of the future eiti-
zens of Perth that the lake shiould he made
a regerve and retained as a beauwty spot, such
nx dlistinguishes Ballarat, onc of the most
beautiful ¢ities in Australia,

My, Lambert: ‘They have not got a Swan
River there.

Mr. LUTEY: Yot many citics have the
adwvantages that Perth has, hut the people
who will be rvesident in the area under dis-
cussion, will be far removed from both the
Swan River and the coast. The time will

come when the people will Dless the Gowv-

rmment of the day if they see fit to reserve
this area for a park and convert the swamps
inte bheautiful, ornamental lakes,
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My, Underwood:  There is another lake
closo by.

Mr. LUTEY: T believe there is, but these
lakes should be reserved for future penera-
tions. It may appear fitting at the present
time to throw this avea open for market gar-
den purposes.

Mr., Smith: Do you not wunt cheap vepet-
ables? TPeople cannot live on park lands.

My, LUTEY: We are not so sure fhat
this land will prove good for market garden-
ing. Last night referenee was made to the
faet that King’s DP’ark wias a monument to
the wemory ot the late lLord TForrest. T
would like te sce a monument to the Minis-
ter for Works, and this aren should be swit-
able for the purpose.

The Minister for Works: | have my mounu-
meut in the hearts of the people.

Mr. LUTEY: The plans for Canberra, the
future vapital of Anstralia, provide for the
construction of artificial lakes, Here we have
natural lakes whieh ¢an be casily torued into
heauty spots. The member for Lecderville
(Mr. Vervard) should support me in my de-
sire to scenre beauty spots for the people
who reside in his constitueney. This parti-
cular aren could be wmade one of the wmost
heantiful spots in the State. 1 know o man
who has travelled in many countries. He
takes a deep interest in town planning, and
he has often heen in this particulzr distriet.
He remarked to me that it seemed s shame
that the Government did not reserve thesc
lakes and help to beautify the city of Perth.
1 hope the Minister will scriously consider
this matter when the work is being earried
out. | am net opposing these works, so far
as it will be ueccssary to have a certain
amonnt of drainage for the surrcunding dis-
triet, but snrely it will not be necessary to
o i fur tunnelling and drawing of the
water vight away, 1t wonll he of advantage
to the State if these areas were reserved for
Fature generations for reereation purposes,

Mr. BROWXN (Subianeo} |7.46]: 1 should
like some cxplanation from the Ministor re-
lative to the finaneial arrangements reganl-
ing the drainage when completed. Seeing
thut it will be part of the metropolitan
scheme, will there hie any special provision

for rates?

Hon, W, €. Angwin:  Clanse 3 denls with
that.

Mr, BROWXN: That iz the only point

1 desire te have some information about. T
do not want other parts of Perth to pay
more  for stormwater and lrainage rates
oh aceount of this particular area,

Mr, WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [7.37}: )
thought the Minister would have given us
gome idea of the cost of this scheme,

The Minister for’ Works: Twenty-five
thousand pounds.

Mr, WILLCOCK: 'Thail, added to the
£10,000 we have heard about, bringa the cost
up to £35,000. Tor the area which has heen
taken over, this will work eut at ahont £35
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an aere. Ly seems to me that we are gpend-
ing a considerable amovnt of money to get
laud of this deseription, It would appear to
deery the lands of the State when we have
tu pay such a sum for lands of this deserip-
tion,  Burely we can get a3 good land for
repatriating soldiers at a smaller cost than
this. If the Minister says that the scheme
is in the interests of the adjeining settlers,
then it will have to be carried out, parti-
cularty if flood waters are likely to damage
the property of other scttlers in the vicin-
ity.

Mr. Smith: They will have to construet
2 railway there,

Mr, WILLCOCK: Although the whele
seheme seems feasible, there seems to bhe a
doubt aw to whether it will prove snceess-
tul

The Minister for Works: There is no pos-
sibility of Failure.

Mr. WILLCOCK: During the course of
his speeeh, the Minister said that he was not
sure whether the scheme would be sunceess-
ful or not.

The Minister for Works: Tf T had the
slightest deubt about that, do you think 1L
world have allowed the engineers to put for-
ward this scheme?

Mre. WILLCOCK: The Minister did not
acem to be very cnthusiastic or optimistic
ahout it.

The Minister for Works: T am not at all
pessimistic about it. ’

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Minister gave ma
the impression, when introducing the Bill,
that he was not altogether sure in his own
mind vegarviding the matter. The Minister
is pretty sure about things when he makes
up his mind, aod on this oceasion his speech
seenied to convey a note of warning, See-
ing that thiy scheme is costing  £35,000 for
ahout 1,000 acres of land, it scems a pretty
tlear proposition, We should he able to
reelaim land for less thau that, and unless
we are sure that it will be successful and
that we cannot get as good land for the
sume purposes in some other portions of the
Htate, we should not go on with it

Mr. Latey: They have already
about £14,000 on the land,

My, WILLCOUK: The whole thing does
not seem te have been conceived in a very
Lusiness-like way., Even if the land is pood,
£33,000 i a very large sum. TDoubtless a
vertain proportion of the land will he use-
less, and probably from 10 to 13 per ecent.
will not come up to the mark. The returns
dealing with properties purchased in  the
Houth-West for the settlement of returned
soldiers show that about 20 per cent. has
not been alivnated yet. The cxplanation we
were given was to the effeet that the un-
alienated land was represented by  rocky
country and veserves for roads and so on.
By the time this percentage has heen taken
off the Hordasman’s Lake area, the cost will
jrrobuldy von up tu about £50 per acre for
the good lznd. Tf {he Government arce pre-
pured  to take the responsibility for this

spent
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scheme, it will be & monument to their want
of capaeity aml business acumen should it
fail. I hope to De in public life so that L
may be able to point out, should the seheme
not prave successful, that it did net go
through this House without my vaive being
raised in protest.

Mr. VERYARD (Lcederville)
Some objection has hLeen taken to the
proposal as outlined by the Minister for
Works, but there is very little in the con-
tentions that have heen raised, more parti-
cularly regarding the establishment of mar-
ket gardens in this arca. It may be inter-
esting tv members to know that there has
been no attempt at drainage by any publie
body for the last 60 or 70 years in the city
area. Going back some 60 years there way
no attempt by any public body to construct
a drain for the purpose of opening up some
of the swamp lands. Arens snitable for
market gardening in the ¢ity have been taken
up by private cnterprise, and also by the
Parth City Council, who will not allew mar-
ket gardening te be carried on. The CGiov-
ernment have also resumed lands along the
railways which were formerly under culti-
vation, The result has been that market
garden land has become very searee, Some
time ago private enterprise stepped into the

[7.43]:

breaeh and spent a considerable sum of
money at Njookenbooro, mnear Oshorne
Park. A drain was coustructed, but, un-

fortunately, thie heavy rains three or four
vears ago so soddemed the ground, that
many of the market gardens have becn
overflawing  with  water  ever  since.
This drain will open up more than the thous-
and aeres of swamp land. The Government
have resumed some of the land adjoining
the lake, and those who purchased the swamp
land will want the higher land as well, and
it will be a good payable proposition for the
Government, Njookenbooro, which is a large
distriet, is now drained inte Herdsman’s
Lake, The result of the proposed drainage
will be to release Lhundreds of acres of pgood
land, whieh were previously under eunltiva-
tion, and render them again available. Not
ouly will it deain Njoekenboore, but it will
have a great effect furthet north, and will
cut off a large body of water coming south,
Objection has been raised to the drain going
through the endowment lands. ANl T ean
say i8 that if T had the cendowment lands,
[ should welcome the scheme. Tn time to
come many buildings will be erected out
there, and this «drain will then be of great
use to the city conneil in providing for the
drainage of that area. The rostrieted area
of market garden land in the vieinity of
Terth has heen the chief ecause of the high
prices of vegetables, Tt is inecumbent on the
Government to move in this matter as rap-
idly as possible with a view to saving the
situntion for the cowing scason. Even now
the supply of vegetables is by no means equal
to the demand. The proposed drainage will
he of vast henefit to large numbers of peo-
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ple, and will be an important factor in the
developiment of the (loverument’s policy of
closer settlement.  The population of the
metropolitan area is rapidly inereasing, and
the difficulty of supplying sufficient vegeta-
bles will ncrease in like ratio unless we ean
provide additional land for cultivation. Re-
fercuee has been made to the eonscrving of
Liake Mouger. I do not think any citizen of
Leederville or of North Perth would wish
to sve that lake drained. There i3 no in-
tention of taking a gallon of water fromn
Lake Monger. It is the wish of the people
of Teederville that the swamp land on the
cast side of Lake Monger shall hecome the
botanical gardens of Perth.
Mr. Tambert: Will they pay for it?

Mr. VERYARD: T urge the need for
draining Herdsman's Lake. TFor years past
seores of people in the loculity have suffered
from inability to get on to their flooded
lands. 1 sappert the seeond reading.

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN (North-East Pre-
mantle) [7.517: The Bill requires close seru-
tiny, particularly by metropolitan membhers.
The member  for  Subiace  {Mr, Brown)
raiged & very important gueation, When the
Metropolitan . Water Supply and Sewecrage
Aet was passed it was intended to divide
the metropolitan  arca iufo four districts,
namely, Perth, Fremantle, Claremont, nad
Guildford. Tor several yeard that system ob:
tained, lhut eventually the whole area was
constituted enc arca. TUnder the Drainage
Act it has been the practice of the Govern-
ment  to declare stormwater districts, so
that only those persons benefited by a storm-
water drain are rated to pay the interest
and sinking fund, There have been many
complaints in regard to this, a large momber
of the people so vated claiming that they have
not received any henefit whatever from the
deain.  Te-day that rate stands at 34. in the
pound, The (Government, in this instance,
instead of putting inte foree the Drainnge
Aet, which pravides for the formatiom of
drainage bhoards, and the horrowing' of
money for their own work, have themselves
stepped in. T again remind hon. members
that under the Metropolitan Water and Sew-
erage \et the Government have power to
charge rates. Tart VIIIL, of the Act refers
to the rating of varvious land in the wetro-
politan arca. Provision is there made for
dealing with the land if the rates are not
paid. [t is true, as the member for Uernld-
ton (Mr. Willeock) remarked, the Minister
distinetly snid he was not sure whether this
1roposition for draining Merdsman’s Lake
would be suceessful, But if Parliament ap-
prove of this expenditure of £25,000, we may
he very sure stormwater rates will | be
charged, If it were an agricultural distriet
those rates might be wnived. But it is pot
an agricultural distriet, and so the rates will
not be waived. TUnder Part VIIT, of the
Metropolitain Water and Sewcrage Act, the
Minigter haa power to levy & rate over the
whole of the metropolitan area. The Minis-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ter made a mistake iv introducing the Bill.
He should have said to the Perth Road
Board, in whose area the distriet is, ‘‘If
you want this locality drained for
the purposo of improving vour distriet,
providing additionnl holdings, increasing the
number of ratepayers aud opening up the
land for settlement, you should create a drain-
age board and raise mongy for the neces-
sary drainage. Then the persons whe bene-
fit from the droins to he constructed will
have to pay the rates.’”’ | ask the member
for Claremont (Mr, Duff) what bouefit will
Claremont get from the drainage of Ilerds-
man’s Loke? What benefit will Subiaco get
from that deainage? As tor vegetables, ex-
cept during the present year, which has heen
too wet, there are more vegetables grown in
the metropolitan area than we can consume,

The Ministar for Works: We have to pay
enough for them.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, because the
heavy rainy this year killed a large percent-
age of the crop. What benefit will Midland
Junetion derive tfrom the drainage of Herds-
man's Lake! Yet under the Bill the Minis-
ter has power to rate Midlaud Junetion for
the purpose of putting in this drain. So,
too, in regard to Fromantle. For years there
has been talk of draining caitain lakes at
Jandakot. But the Government bave takon
this stand: ‘‘Yes, we will do the work for
you if yor will form a drainage board and
pay the necessary rates.”’ Tn consequence
those drainage works have never been car-
ried out.

Mr. Duff: That would cost £80,000,

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Tt matters not, the
pringiple is the saome, The Govermment have
ay much right to drain the Jandakot lakes
as they have to drain Hersman’s Lake.

The Minjster for Works: The .Jaundakot
people want those lakes drained.

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN: Of course they do,
but the Government will not drain them wn-
lesg the Jandakot people create a drainage
board and "hold themselves vespousible for
the interest and sinking fund.

Mr., Hudson: Is there not a spooml Act
for that?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIXN: Yes, there is. o
this instanee, however, the Government have
brought in a Bill nuthorising them to drain
Ferdsman’s Lake, not as a Goverument of
the State, but ag a Government of the metro-
politan area, and they ask for power to make
the whole of the ratepayers responsible for
the cost.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
that aeenrately descrihes the position,

Hon, W. (. ANGWTX: I cannot come to
uny other coneclusion. Thoe Government have
constituted the four distriefs ome area, and
so the rating extends from Midland Junction
to TFremantle.

Mr, Underwood: Is Armadale in it?

Hon. W, €. ANOWIN: I do not think so.
However, it has bheen the practice of the
Government under the Metropolitan Water
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Supply and Sewerage Act to create storm-
water areas, If T mistake not, Sir, you your-
self’ are rated to-day, although you derive mo
benefit Trom the scheme.

Hon. 1, Collier: I am rated 3d. in the
ponnd, withough [ get nothing at all for it.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: 1 remember that
one distriet lodged o complaint that it was
2%, milcs from the drain and that the water
run in another direction, and yet it was rated
for stormwater drainage. Under this Bill
the Minister has provided powers to rate
under Part VIII of the Metropolitan Water
Bupply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act. I do
not think the Minister has given the measuro
that c¢lose attention whieh he should have
given it. | have not had time to go care-
fully through the Bill, but I think the Minis-
ter will find that the intention of the depart-
ment iz that the whole area must provide the
rates.

Mr, Brown: That would be very unfair.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Of eourse it would.
Clause 3 reads—

AN the provisions of the Metropolitan
Water Suppiy, Sewerage, and Drainage Act,
1909, relating to stormwater draius, in-
cluding Part VILL thereof, shall apply to
the works authorised by this Aet,

I hope the Minister will give us g guarantee
that the Bill will be amended so that only
the distriets whieh bencfit will be rated for
the cost of the drainage. This would be only
fair,

The Minister for Works:
the intention.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Bill does not
say 80.

Mr. Underwood: What do you eall the dis-
trict?

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The hon. member
who lives at West Leederville will not hene-
fit; in all probability he will be rated al-
though kis residence is about two miles from
Herdsman'’s Lake. There is no justifieation
for rating the people of East I'remantle to
pay for the cost of draining Herdsman’s
Lake somewhere to the North Beaeh, This
Bili should make it elear that the district
benefited should be responsible for the rates.
The Minister should have included the pro-
visiona of the Drainage Act which was passed
for the purpose of dealing with works sueh
aq these.

The Minister for Works: This Bill is the
work of the Crown Law Departnient.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The Crown Law
Department generally draft Bills in accord-
anee with instructions given to them. Many
districts have started drainage boards and
have levied rates to meet the cost of econ-
gtructing drains.  The people of .Taudakot
for years have been asking that similar work
should be carried out there, but a mumber of
the ratepayers were mnot agrceable becanse
they would be rated. The Government said,
¢*7f you want a board but will not stand the
vost, the work will not be earried out.”’ The
same thing should napply to Tlerdsman’s
Lakr'.

I think that is
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Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.5] I was
rather struck with the extraordinary sugges-
tion by the member for Brown Hill that
lakes or swamps such as the one in question
—I think they might more aptly he termed
swamps—should remain in undisputed pos-
session of mosqnitoes and suchlike parasites
and for all time be unutilised.

Hon. ', Collier: Beauty unadornedl.

Mr, LAMBERT: Nature unadorned, The
reasoning of the member for North-East
Fremantle {(Hon. W. C. Angwin) was just
about ap consistent. If he considers that the
work of draining these lakes is a parochial
matter, the people of Lecderville might well
ask of what direcct bhenefit the Fremantle
harbour is to them.

Mr. Brown: There is no comparison at
alt.

Mr. LAMBERT: I wonld not expect the
hon, member to be able to make a compari-
son, The two propositions are comparable,
whether it be a matter of draining a swamp
or comnstructing a breakwater,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Government will
not drain the Jandukot lakes under these
conditions.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am not aware of that,
but it is satisfactory to know that they are
making a start somewhere, if ouly st Herds-
man’s Lake. It is a great pity, and to this
extent T can agree with the member for
North-Tast Fremantle, that a greater ares
is not embodied in thiz policy of draining
swamp Jands and making them available for
useful purposes. The hon. member, foreign
to his accepted beliefs that we should pro-
vide chesp food for the people, appears to
have a greater desire for the ornamentation
of certain areas than for the provision of
cheap land aud cheap Tood for the people.

Mr. Huodson: It is questionable whether it
would be cheap if the works were constructoed
at high cost, and the land were =20l at high
cost.

Mr. LAMBERT: The price of £35 an acre
for garden land is very low.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: And if it comes to
gnburban land it is still lower.

Alr. Huodson: That was not disclosed hy
the hon. member who spoke.

Mr. LAMBERT: He would kaow from
the amount oxpended on the purchase and
the estimated eost of the works.

Alr. Lutey: That was only the cost of the
land without the drainage.

Mr. Troy: What about improvements?

Mr. DAMBERT: There iz very little im-
provement in the way of clearing. Our chief
concern should he that we have awamp lands
which should be handled scientifically, and
nntil the Government realise what a pgreat
asset we have in our swamp lands, and un-
dertake the necessary engincering works to
bring these lands under cultivation, they will
econtinue o bhe swamps. I regret that a
seripus attempt has not been made to utilire
the fine, peat lands between Fremantle and
Mandurah. Something might be done there.
What could be more nseful than good mar-
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ket pardens? 1 should like to see every
working man in the metropolitan area hold-
ing suffivient lapd to bave a garden of his
own, and I am not aure that 1 weuld not
make it eomputsory for every wman to live
on & eertain aren and cultivate it for his
own needs. :

Hon. T. Walker: Where wounld yom get
water to grow the vegetables?

Mr. LAMBERT: Not from the aeademic
suggestions usually offered by the member
for Kinowna.

Hon. T. Walker: ‘That is o mangnnese
ANEWET.
Mr. LAMBERT: | wmw coneerned now

ahout making these valuable lands fit for
ntilisation. Later onm we ‘can concern our-
welves nbout the water supply.

Mr, Underwood: There would .he
three fect below the sarface.

Mr. LAMBERT: The mewmber for Wan-
owna knows that in nine-tenths of the wmctro-
politan area a suitable and sufficient supply
of water would be abtaiuable.

Hon., T. Waiker: Could every worker oh-
tain it?

Mr. LAMBERT: 1If e could not it would
he a disgrace to the ruling powers. Every
worker should be able to obtain it.

My, Hudson: During some of the summer
months people are allowed to water their
gardens only during certain honrs of the day.

Mr. LAMBERT: [f every worker had
surh n holding and were compelled to utilise
it, he would have less time to cngage in what
he considers is reereation, hut what T con-
sider i3 neither fruitful nor useful to hin,

Mr. Troy: You do not helieve in freedom
for any but for yourself!

Mr. LAMBERT: When the hon. member
is expressing his views le is not always tol-
erant regarding the thoughts or opinions of
others. I am not concerned about the ovna-
mental lakes dotted over the metropolitan
uren, Lecderville with Herdsman’s Lake is
not on all fours with Ballarat and such like
inland eities. We have the Swan River, and
Tecderville is close to the sea, and in this
case the need is not so pressing as in the
ease cited by the hon. member. The mem-
ter for North-liagt Fremantle says that be-
case the Government will not undertake tha
deninage of the Jandakot and other Iakes
further south, a start should not be made on
Herdsman’s Take; but T hold that the faet
that the Government iutend to make a start
on Herdsman’s Lake is a healthy sign, and
T hepe it will be the forerunner of a bolder,
broader and more useful policy to bring
under cultivation the many uunutilised swamp
lands in Western Australia.

watoer

Man. P. COLLIER (Boulder} [8.13]: The
Minister for Works in any matter which he
hrings bofore the Ilouse usually gives the
fullest possiblé informiation, but in moving
the second reading of this Bill I must say
that he supplied us with very little informa-
tion indeed.
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The Minister for Works:
ficts as far ag | knew them.

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 do not think the
Minister did.  One very important faet in
conneetion with the construction of all warks
iy the estimated cost, and the Minister did
not refer to it, This was a very important
omission.  On the amount of money involved
in a1 work, members very often deeide whether
they will support or oppose a Bill,

The Minigter for Works: There was uo
reagson why I should have omitted it. The
omission was not intentional.

Hon, I, COLIAER: Even now J de not

T told yon the

" know the estimated cost of this work.

The Minister for Works: Speaking from
memory, T think it is £25,000. T do not
know how it will sonr if we have te pay £1
per day for labour.

ton. I'. COLLTER: We are quite pre-
pared to view this watter from a national
standpoint, but we must guard against Lring-
ing inte cultivation too many other lands
when we have such a big area ready for eul-
tivation bat not fully utilised. The member
for North-Bast Fremantle did not oxpress
any oppogition to the construction of these
works, but he offered o legitimate opposition
te certain prineiples. I iutend to oppose the
Bill on the same ground. 1t is aill very well
to usk uy to take a broad view of the matter
and spend £30,000 on these works, and then
fax 1l and swndry whether they reecive any
henefit from the works or not.

The Minister for Works: You will find
tiiat the Bill restricts the area to a speciat
purpose.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T am paying 5d. in
the pound for sterm water rates, although |
receive no storm -water serviee.  There is
none in the aren in which 1 live, hut never-
theless 1 have to pay €2 or €3 a year for’
such service, | have no desire to give any
(iovernment the power to inerease wmy rates
in Mount Lawley tor the henefit of men liv-
ing in Oshorne Park or at Herdaman's Lake.
It would not be an equitable arrangement.
T presmme the Herdsman’s Lake area is in-
clwied in that recently purchased from the
church by the Government for returned sel-
dier scttlement, and as the Iand has been
purchased it must be drained to be brought
into use. There is 2 woy of doing this, Ta-
der the Drainage Aet, ns pointed out hy the
memher for North-Kast Fremantle, a board
could be created, the Government supply the
necessary capital for the work, or construet
the work themselves

Hon, W, C. Angwin. Up to £30,000.

Hon. P, COLLIER: While the board un-
dertook, by levying rates upon thosc who re-
ceive the benefit of these works, to pay the
cost of maintenance and interest on the capi-
tal. ‘There was such a drainage board near
Denmark and another at Bnsselton,

Mr. Brown: And one at Harvey.

Mr. Nairn: And alao nt West Armadale.

Hon. P. COLLTER: The Government have
had some difficulty with these hoards in
getting the interest on the capital invested,
but the Act I have mentioned provides
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machinery whereby the cost of such works
is placed upon the shoulders of those who
should earey it. If it was a good investment
to purchase the Herdsman’s Lake arca, and
it ¢an be properly worked, those who are
settled on the land and are to reecive the
henefit of the money cxpended, are the peo-
ple who should pay the interest on  the
money cxpended on the eonstraetion and
the maintenance as well, 1 suppose it was
a pood investment, otherwise the expendi-
ture of thc money required to purchase it,
amd  the cxpenditure on the works them-
selves, would not bhe justified,

Mr. Underwood: So they will
ny.

Hlon, P. COLLIER: The hon. member has
no warrant for saying that this will be so.
Under the Bill the Minister may levy rates
over the whole of the district.

Houn. W, C. Angwin: He has power to fix
the aren.,

Hon, . COLLIER: Ile may inelude all
that aren eompriging Maylands, Mount Law-
Iey, North Ierth, or anywhere else he likes.

The Attorney Genaral: Do vou think he
would be likely to do that?

Hon, P. COLLIER: [ do not know., A
department which levies storm water rates
on an area which ig not served by any storm
water drainage might vonceivably levy rates
upon those who will derive no bencfit from
the cxpenditure of this particular money.

The Minister for Works: You levied the
rates yourself when you were o Minister.
You signed the baok,

Hon. P. COLLIER: T should he surprised
to learn that T had done so, but if T
did T deserve to pay. We have not heen
told how many people will be settled on this
arca. 1 presume the numher will he suffi-
cient to pay the interest on the eapital ex-
penditure and maintenance of the work.
That is only o reasonable proposition, and
the House will he asking nothing unfair it
it secks to make that elear in the Bill,

The Minister for Works: That is all that
is intended.

flon, P, COLLILER: Then ler us make it
elear that those who will be served by the
works shall pay for them. Very often we
allow things to pass with the Dhest of in-
fentions, but as time goes on the adminis-
iration of our Acts passes into other hands,
anmd all our expressions of good intention
2o by the board., For the guidance of those
who may have to administer this pieee of
legislation, let us lay it down clearly what
we intend. Tt is always wise in matters of
legiglation, if it i intended to take n cer-
{ain course of action, to express that inten-
tion in clear lungunage. Tn this way litiga-
tion, {disputation and trouble are aveided in
future, T hope the Minister will agree to
this intention being elearly expressed in the
Bill.

have to

Mr.
hiave
sion.

UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [8.23]: |
Jistened with interest to the discus-
Hon. members do not seem to have
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grasped the position in the way that 1 have
done. 1f there is going to bec a general rate
cliarged, or an area preseribed, I think L
shull be one of those who will be called
upon te pay. Nevertheless, [ intend to sup-
port the Bill and to take the risk of any
extra taxation that may have to be faced.
It has been said that we should keep this
area for ornamental purposes. It has also
been pointed out by the member for Cool-
gardic (Mr. Lambert) that in the matter
of water scenevy, Parth and its cenviron-
wents i3 perhaps better off, with the excep-
tion possibly of Byduey, than any other city
in Australia. Not only bhave we miles of
beautiful beach running from Wanneroo to
South Fremantle, but we have one of the
finest estuaries in Australia in the Swan
River.  We have also a number of lakes
around the city. Within half a wmile of
Herdsman’s Lake we have the large shest
of water called Monger’s Lake.  Further
west from Herdsman’s Lake we have Jack-
adder Lake, and on the Derry cestate, re-
vently purchased by the Perth City Counetl, |
there is another lake.

Mr. Hudson: [t cannot be guarantecd
that these will be preserved.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There is a goarantee
50 far as the Perth City Gouncil are con-
cerned.

Hon. W. Q. Angwin: Uan you give any
guarantee concerning the Perth City Coun-
cil? .

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Even if they are not
regerved we shall be infinitely better off for
lakes than any other eity in the Common-
wealth,  Monger’s Lake and Smith’s Lake
are already reserved.

Ton, . Collier: That is not & good argu-
ment. The man who has one shirt is hetter
off than he who has none.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The man who has
move shirts than he can wear does not need’
to possess so many. Shirts are no good un-
less they are worn, [t has heen supgested
that those who take up this land should pay
for the improvements, T wonld point out
thiat there are no people nt present to do
this, and vutil the lake is drained they will
nit go there.

Mr. Nairn:
meantime?

My, UNDERWOOD: Whe paid for the
comstruction of the railway to Bunbury?

Hon, P. Collicr: The board wounld only
he ercated whem the people were there.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:  And the people
would not go there until the land was drained.
We built railways at a cost of millions of
pounds to open up the wheat belt. The peo-
ple will not go on to that sort of land until
the rvailway is huilt,

Hon, W. €. Angwin:
there first in our day.

Mr. UNDERWOQD: People will not take
up this swamp land until it is drained. If
we can reclaim 1,000 or 1,500 acres of good

Who is going to-pay in the

The people were
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swamp Jand for £35,000, will that be a good
propogition or notf

Hon. P, Collier:
that.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: It may or may not
be good. If the water is gone the land may
be uscless,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Tt would not be the
first £33,000 we have taken a risk with. We
took a risk with £300,000 for a dock at Fre-
Fremantle,

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: No, we did rnoq.

Mre. UNDERWOOD: We Jost money, any-
how, 1f the land is worth reclaiming, it is
the duty of the Govermment to do it. My
opinton is that it is worth reclaiming. Re-
garding the point as to the ornamental value
of Herdsman’s Lake, it would be infinitely
more orpamental if vegetable and fruit gar-
dens, vineyards and ornamental frees, were
grown upon it by the settlers who go there,
I have been round the lake scores of timea
and ean vouch for its not being ornamental
.at present. Tt would be a pleasant sight to
sec this area oceupied by about 100 settlers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Market gardeners
say that onece the water is drained off, the
Iand will be no good.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: Let them take the
risk, T hope the Minister will make certain,
bafora he allows his officers to go on with
the work, as to what the cost of the drain-
age will be, I have before this known officers
of the Public Works Department to under-
estimate cost. 1 will not say that theve is
not some little gully passing through the
sandstone range; but unless there is such
a gully, 1 undertake to say we shall not be
able to get through that range along the
lime kiln for £25,000—and that is irrespee-
tive of the rest of the drain. The proposition
requires very carcful consideration from the
aspeet of cost before one embarks on it,

No one argues against

Mr. NAIRN (Swan) [3.31]: At the out-
set let me say that I believe this magnificent
arca of land te be well worth reclaiming,
If the departmental estimate is anywhere
near the mark, we shall obtain af a cost of
£35 per acre——

The Minister for Works:
draining will be £25 per acre.

Mr. NAIRN: I understand that the pur-
chage price aund tha cost of drainage to-
gether will amount to £35 per acre, Ever
that amount will not scare away from the
proposal any person whoe knows that land
of sueh quality as thia is worth up te £100
per acre. That iz the price being paid for
land of that quality not only in Western
Australia, but also in other parts of the
conniry. T have been over the lake and
around it, and koow a pood deal about this
aren. So far as I can judge by casual aob-
servation, this land is similar to the best
that can be found in other swamp areas, To
that extent T approve of the Bill, However,
I cntircly agreec with what has been said
regarding liability to pay for the cost of

The cost of
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drainage, as apart from payving for the land
itself.

The Minater for Works:
henefit will have to pay.

Mr, NAIRN: 1 agree with the leader of
the Opposition that our drainage legislation
provides for the creation of separate dis-
trieta. Such districts have been created in
ather pavts of the State. What has the Min-
ister to lose by waking the Bill state quite
ciearly what he tells us is the intention of the
measure ?

The Minister for Works:
fectly clear.

Mr. XAIRN: 1t i3 not clear to me. T
have had some little cxperience of the dif-
ficulties experienced by local drainage boards
in raising revenue from thosc who shomld
pay.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Minister
power to declare a drainage area.

Mr, NATRN: Yes, but that is purely dis-
eretionary on his part. If the Minister will
ingert in the Bill a provision making this
matter clear, T shall be satisfied to let the
measure go. The Attorney General has in-
timated to mc that only one word more will
be required to make the matter perfectly
clear. Until such time os I fecl assured that
only those who are going to enjoy the bene-
fits of the draining of that area will bo liable
and responsible for the cost of the undertak-
ing, 1 shall not fee! justified in supporting
the Bill. :

Only thore who

The Bill is per-

has

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [8.36]: T shall
support the seeond reading of the Bill,
hoping that what the wmeasure proposes is
part of o  comprehensive sacheme con-
templated by the Government for the
drainage of the metropolitan-suburban area.
Tt is true that the House is in the dark as
to why the immediate drainage of this
particular arven should bhe necessary. l.et
me remind every member of this Chamber
that there is much greater need for drain-
age of the metropolitan-suburban area than
for reelaiming this land about Herdsman’s
Luke. No doubt members will bhave ob-
gserved in u recent issue of the ‘‘Sunday
Times? photographs showing how Maylands
has been submerged. There are homes in
Maylands which coven to-day are almost
surrounded by water, though a few years
ago theve was no water within hundreds of
yards of them. T presume the objeet of this
Bill invcludes draimage of storm water as
well as the drninage of Herdsman’s Lake.
The intention is. T understand, to take the
water off scoves of acres in the neighbour-
hood where the water is riging now. It is
deplorable to see how homes in  the
metbropelitan-suburhan nrea are to-day swr-
rounded by water, 1f the Government have
money to spend in this direction—and
apparently they have—they should do some-
thing immediately for the relief of those
people whe ave suffering from the rising of
water in the metropolitan-snhurban area,
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington — in  reply)
|8.47]: 1 regret that my speech last cven-
ing on this Bill should have led to mis-
upderstanding on the part of any bhon.
moember,  On referring to the *‘Hlansard’’
report of my remarks, T observe that Mr.
Underwood interjected—.

Where will the open channel be?
That, however, was not what reached my
car. 1 understood an hon. member to ask,
was 1 certain about what the channcl would
do in the matter of draining the arca? T
replied—

Tt is not possible to make a positive
certainty of anything of this sort, bui
the impression amongst the cagincers,
which has been fostered by the results of
the various levels which have been taken,
is that the work ean he ecarried oul
successfully,

Hon. members have assuredly given the
House their views on this Bill. Certainly
1 had no idea that so small & measure as
this would have been the object of so much
interest. [ will endeavour to deal with the
varions remarks and eriticisms whiceh have
been made. One hon. member expressed a
fear that the work proposed by the Bill
might have an evil effect on the distriet in
question, or ¢ven on the city of Perth. I
fail to see what evil cffect cun reanlt from
the draining off of water which has been
for many years a source of malaria and
other troubles to the people living in its
neighbourhood. TFurther, from representa-
tions whieh have been made to me, and
whieh T know the member for the district
can corroborate, the settlers in the district,
who have been trying for years to make a
living there, are restricted to using their
land for omly u portion of the year, owing
to the rising of water. The draining of the
lnke, therefore, will not only serve the
purpoge of providing land for seldier settle-
ment, but will also enable other laud, held
by old scttlers in the district, to bhe used
throughout the year. If that is an evil
effect, I suy we could do with a little more
of it elsewhere 1n the Btate.

Hon. W. . Angwin: There are settlers
in that distriet?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yo,
i the vicinity of the lake. What pos-
sible cvil effect the draining off of the
water could have on the eity of Perth
wy  imavination, which wmay have besome
dulled with the course of the years that have
passed, does mot cnable me to  conccive.
One hon. memher appeared to think that
Iarpe areas of land were available near
Leederville for soldier settlement. With
the sobjeet  of | soldier settlement my
department  have nothing to do. That
matter is one entirely in the handa of the
Repatriation Department, who provide all
the funds rvequired; and T hope lon. mem-
bera will bear that fact in mind. The only
way in whieh my department eome into the
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matter is that we have been asked by the
Repatriation authorities to drain this area
so that it may be made available for usc,
Another bon. member said it would be a
pity to start market gardening so necar the
city, In a climate such as ours, it would
be better for the hcalth of the people if
they werc cnabled to consume {wice the
quantity of vegetables that are now pro-
uuced by our market gardeners. If there is
ouc direction in which Western Auvstralians,
cither by adoption or by birth, err, it is in
consuming too moch meat; and one of the
reasons which bring about the excessive
consumption of ment is to he found in the
faet thar vegetubles, although grown here
in large yuantities, are searce and dear

lion. W. C. Angwin: But that is not the
fuult of the market gardeners.

Mr, Lutey: Latterly it has becn due to -
the wet scason,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: ] do not
think there is anything in the urgument
that ITerdsman’'s Lake should be retained
as n sheet of water. I agree with the mem-
ber for Pilbara (Mr. TUnderwood) that
there are sufficient lakes in the vieinity of

Perth, PBesides, more lakes are evolving
year by year. The member for Geraldton
{Mr. Willeoek) referred to the land as
being high in price. 8o far as I am
.able to gather, the land will probably
cost £35 or £36 per acre. Before it
was purchased it was thoroughly tested.

Some hundreds of samples of soil were ob-
tained from the deposits on the bottom of
the lake, and these samples were analysed
and reported upon by the officers whose
duty it ig to perform that elass of work. [
understand that their reports were such
as to make the proposition appear uot
only feasible but even desirable. Men-
tion iz made by one hon. member of
the offeet npon  the distriet if the
take were drained. Iis greatest depth
is 26 or 27 feet, Hon. members will see at
oner that if that water can be removed,
there must he a direet effect in relieving the
water-logging of adjaecent lands. The mem-
ver for Guildford (Mr. Davies) and other
hon. members referred to the intentions of
the Government regarding the drainnge of
the metropolitan area, and drew attention
to the undoubted fact that in Maylands and
other parts of the metropolitan area (he
water has heen steadily rising during the
past few years. Let me inform the ITause
that thias aspect of the matter has not heen
lost sight of by the officers of the Puhlie
Works Department, but that ecarcful ohaer-
vation has been taken by them of some lun-
dreds of places in the metroplitan aven in
order to avecrtain the coffect of this rising
water. The officers are convineed that un-
less remedial measures ean be taken in the
immediate future, there will ke more and
more land in the metropolitan arca seized
by the water, which is rising everywhere.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: That is due tn bauild--
ing operations and road construction.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Members
who know the Subiaco district are aware
that anly & few yrars agn there was in that
district a park known as Shenton Park.
To-day that former park is 3 lake. We know
that houses have heen flooded in that neigh.
bourhood, and that the water is still rising
there., The same position obtains around
Butler's Swamp and at Jolimont. Engin-
eers put down the cavse partly to the denu-
dation of the area of timber which has taken
away ane means of drawing off a consid-
erable quaatity of water. Another cause
arises from the fact that whereas before
there were no bnildings, the sandy roil
serveill as & sponge or a piece of blofting
paper.  Now the buildings prevent the sand
spakingr uwp o considerable amount of mols-
ture aml the roofs discharge the water
largely tn ome spot. The average quantity
of water delivered in any one year for water

supply, sewerage and storm water is between -

seven million and eight million gallons per
day right through the year and this wili in-
ercase anmually ns the population inereases,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: That water gocs
down to the sea.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: WNot all
of it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Nearly all of it. It
goes down through the Swan River to the
sea. . :

The MINISTER TOR WOREKS: Whether
that view be correet or not, we cannot get
away from the fact that the water iz com-
ing, and coming fast. Consequently, the en-
gineers have been econsidering a  scheme
whereby a system of drainage can be estab-
lished to draw off the water from Herds-
man’s Lake, from Butler’s Swamp, from
Subiaco and from Jolimont, The estimated
cost prior to the rise in wages during the
last 12 months was between £260,000 and
£300,000. Such & scheme was out of the
question for any Government tn entertain
in view of the finanecial situation, but it was
within the province of the department con-
trolling this matter to make all inquiries
possible, so that when the time came for
any portion of the scheme to be constructed,
the work could be carried out in such a way
that it would form portion eof the bigger
undertaking when the complete scheme was
worked out, That is the work which is
being done to-day. Reverting to the ques-
tion of the drainage of Hernlsman’s Lake,
however, the carrying ont of this work at a
vost of between £25,000 and £27,000, what-
ever it may be, will demonstratc whether
the influence of this scheme will cxtend sc
as to enable a reduction of the larger scheme,
which was cstimated to cost upwards of
£300,000, Tt will not only be a work which
will drain the lake, but observations will
be taken awml, in my opinion, the bearing
of the scheme on the drainage of the total
area will be more easily ascertainnble than
would otherwise be possible. The estimate of
hetween £25,000 and £27,000 was made some
time ago and would be subject to the ad-
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vances which the rise in wages and commodi-
ties will bring about. The engineers have
made an estimate in regard to the tununel, but
tunnel work, as hon. members will know, is
very tricky, and the expenditure will depend
very much on what is disclosed dvring the
driving of the tunnel. All these features have
been made quite elear to the Controller of Re-
patriation, who will provide the tunds. Deal-
ing with the criticisms by the .member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W, C. Angwin}
and the leader of the Opposition, if members
will turn to the Metropolitan Water Supply,
Scewerage, and Drainage Act'of 1809, they will
find that Part Il. provides that the drainage
area is divided into four districts, namely,
Porth, Fremantle, Claremont and Guildford.
The houndaries are defined in the schedule
and then it goes on to state that the Gov-
ernment may, by Order-in-Council, from time
to time alter or extend the boundaries of
the area or of any distriet and re-divide the
area and increase or reduce the number of
the distriets and re-divide the houndariea of
the distriets. There is the power that will
enable the Minister, by Order-in-Council,
with the consent of the Governor, to define
the areas on which rates can be declared
where thesc arens receive benefit from the
work done.

Hon, P. Collier: That iz the very point
wo raised.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: If mom-
bers will turn to page 26 of the Act, they
will see that Section 92 states—

The Minister may make and levy storm
water rates in respect of all ratable land
within any distriect in which a gstorm
water drain has been laid.

Section 93 states—

Separate rates shall be made for each
distriet. . . ..
Haon, W, G, Angwin: That is, the distriet
defined by the Governor. You can define the
whole area as a distriet, if you like.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Clause 3
of the Bill provides—

All the provisions of the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Seweragze, and Drainage Act,
1909, relating to storm water drains, in-
cluding Part 8§ thereof, shall apply to the
works authorised hy this Aect.

What are the works authorised lry this Act?
These are set out in the sehedule as follows—-

The construction of draina, reguiating
gates and tunmels, with neeessary ghafts
and bores and feneing from the ontlet aof
an okl drain in Location AQ, on the west
gide of [Merdsman's Lake (Njookenbore),
throught TLocations AN and 1851; thence
through the city of Perth endowment lands
to the Indian Qeean,

Ulanse 3 eontinues—

Anll that portion of the metropolitan
water, sewerayge, and drainnge area draineid
by the works nuthorised by this Aet may
I constituted a storin water distriet and
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the drains shall be deemed stormwater

drains.

L supggest to the Committee that where it is
stated that an area ‘‘may be counstituted,’’
this shall he altered to read ‘‘shall be ¢on-
stituted.”’ This will furnish an immediate
answer to the objections which have been
raised on this point. If that is done, then
we shali limit the Act to the district which is
gerved and benefited by the drain, I do not
know whether there is any further informa-
tion that members desire, and [ shall answer
auy questions | am able to during the Com-
mittee stage. I regret that when speaking
last evening T did not mention the cost of
construction, for there was no reazson what-
ever for keeping back that infermation. We
want to get on with this work, for we do not
want to hang fire.

My, Bnith: Where are you going to get
the money!

The MINISTER FOR WQORKS: The hon.
wember torgets that I mentioned that the
soldiers' settlement scheme will provide the
ash.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
\Works in charge of the Rill

Clauges 1, 2—agreed to.

Clanse 3—Application of the provisions of
Act No, 43 of 1909:

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN:
That progress be reported,

I move—

Metion put and negatived.

Hon. W, (", ANGWIN: This Bill only came
before members yesterday afterncon and I
have not hnd time to make inguirics as to
what the effeet of thiz clause will be on the
metropotitan aren so- far as rating iz cou-
cerncid. Tt is all very well for the Miniater
to say that certain provisions are laid down
in this Bill or for the Minister te say, *‘Deo
vou think a Minister would do such a thing?'’

The Minister for Works: T did not say
that.

Hon, W, ¢ ANGWIN: Youn did, by inter-
jeetion. Tt i3 not what we think o Minister
will do but it is a question of the powers
which are given to a Minister. Tnder the
Metropolitan Water Supply, Scwerage, and
Drainage Aet, four separate districts were
provilled for, hut it gave power to the fiov-
crnment to vary those districts. The result is
that there is now one distriet. The effect of
this has heen that at Tremantle where resi-
denta formerly paid 6d. in the pound, they
wow have to pay Is. 2d. in the pound, althongh
they get practically the same water supply.
The power to form these districts is in the
hands nf the Minister, or in other words, in
the hands of the engineers. Many people
in the metropolitan area at the present time
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have to pay stormwater rates although' they
du not receive any benefit whatever regarding
storm water drainage, The Minister hag sug-
gosted an gmendment to this clause and my
idea in moving that progress shoull be re-
ported was that I might be able to frame an
amendment which would prescribe the area
under thia Bill

The Attorney Gencral:
to survey the arvea.

Hon. W! ¢, ANGWIN: You could get the
particulars from the Lands Department very
quickly from the surveyed blocks. This is
an  agricultural distriet, and the drainage
seheme will alse aflect the market gardens
whieh are iu exiatence at the present time.

The Attorney (leneral: They are in the
metropulitan area.

TTon, W, C, ANGWIN: That makes my ense
all the stronger. What is to Le regarded as
‘“within the metropolitan area’’? It natue-
ally follows that the whole of the metropoli-
tan aren will carry the rates, and the burden
will be Imposed wpon some persons who will
not derive any benefit whatever. Take Shenton
Park to which the Minister reforred. Suppose
that area is  draived in n  little while.
Theu there is Cottesloc Beach, where places
are built in a hole, Bupposc that also is
drained. The Shenton Tark people might
have to pay not only for their own drainage,
Imt a share of the drainage of Herdsman’a
Lake also.

The Minister for Wmks: Tlint is part of
the area drained by these works.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: That is right
enough, but, as the member for Boulder
{Hon. P. Collier) said, he has to pay 5d. in
the pound, for which he gets no henefit at
all,

The Minister for Works:
the fault of the loeal people.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: TNo, it is the de-
partmentn]l engincer who fixes the area. T
drew the attention of the Minister to the
position at Fanst Fremantle, where the water
was running in the opposite direction from
the drainage, notwithstanding which the en-
gincer said the ratepayers must be receiving
some henefit and therefore must pay the
rates, although for years they had not been
regarded ns being in the rateable area.

The Premier: TUnder the clause the land
muat first receive some benefit,

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWTIN: Thdt is not su.
This area could have heen brought under the
Drainage Act. It should not be under the
Metropolitan Water Supply and Seweraga
Acet. I think I can give the reason why it
is not under the Drainage Act, namnely, be-
cange under the Drainage Act the Govern-
ment have to provide money at four per cent.,
which is too low a rate at present. I am
sorry the Minister would not agree to report
progresg, because I think the ares should be
defined in the Bill. The cngineers who have
surveyed this work have already agreed upon
tho area, otherwise they could not estimate
the cost. Why, then, should not the area
be defined in the Bill? [ do not really think

Tt would take time.

That may be
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Fremantle will be brought in but, as the
member for Subiaco said, there i3 grave
danger of Subinco being roped in.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: After
having heard the hon, member I am prepared
to report progress until Tuesday.

. meantime [ will go into the varions points
raised and see if I cannot satisfr the hon,
meimber.

Ion. P. Collier: And see about bringing
it under the Drainmge Act.

Progress reported.

BILL—MEEKATHARRA-HORSESHOR
RAILWAY,

Sceond Reading.

Debate reswmmed from 16th Novewber,

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams - Narrogin)
19.6]: The prineiple of State-owned rail-
ways appeals to the people of Australia the
Commonwenlth over. Generally speaking, in
each State we have paid pretty dearly when-
ever we have departed from this prineiple,
However, in the present abnormal state of
the finances it is impossible for Western
Australia to build this rvailway from the
Government's resources. Bven if it were de-
sirable that it should be so constructed, wo
have a large number of other railway auth-
orisations, some of them dating hack to the

time when the Labour Government were in
power in 1914 Bince then the pre-
sent  Government have stated that they
desire to build 100 miles of raillway
per annum a8 a minimum, But in view
of the large number of authorised

railways required in closely populated areas,
no one would desire that this partieular rail-
way should be authorised for construction
by the Government, to wait many ycars be-
fore it could be built, or, alternatively, to
hang up far more important railway pro-
jects. I would stronpgly objeet to this line
being burilt by the Government if it were te
receive precedence over other anthorised rail-
ways, and on the other hand T do not think
it desirable that the people who own thosu
rich manganese deposits should he prohibited
from developing them. Tt is not desirable
that the State should be prevented from ve-
coiving the manifold benecfits which must ac-
erue to it through the eonstruetion of this
railway and the working of these rich min-
cral deposits on a  proper seale, deposits
which promisc to give to the State a new
aristorracy in the persons of our manganese
millicnaires. The representatives of  the
Primary Producers’ Associations here will
undoubtedly support the railway, snell action
being in consonance with our active mining
policy, of which more will be heard in the
near fature, an aetive poliey of assisting in
the develoepment of every scction of the great
mineral resoprees of the State.

AMr. O’'Loghlen: We don’t mind that sort
of guff on ordinary nights, but we don’t
want it on Fridays.

In the.
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Mr, JOHNSTON: I observe from the
route of the railway that the proposed ex-
tension may to some cxtent confliet with the
projects which the Hon. George Miles, a big-
minded Australian, has so vigorously put be-
fore the people of the Commonwealth.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why not say a foolish
Australian?

Mr, JOINSTOX: That might be said, bnt
it was the type of persom who said that,
whe, in the first place, something over half
a century ago, opposed the construction of a
railway from Fremantle to Perth, who sub-
sequently opposed a railway from here to
our then newiy discovered castern goldfickds,
who opposed the Trans-Australian railway
when that project was first put forward, and
who to-day opposes the railway proposed to
be built from Darwin to Adelaide. AIll theso
big projeets received a great deal of opposi-
tion in their inception, but I believe that all
who desire Awstralia to be properly dovel
oped and oeenpied by that white population
which is necessary for its defence, must ap-
plaud the action of Mr. Miles in puotting his
big project before the people of the Com-
monwealth in the energetic manner he has
done during the past few months. Whether
that project is immediately feasible or not,
I appland Mr. Miles and thosc associated
with him for their action in drawing at-
tention to the national nececssity for open-
ing up the north of the Commonwealth with
railways, It appenrs, however, this short 85
miles of railway is entirely on the route and
in the direction of Mr. Miles’s far more am-
bitious project. That merely serves to show
that the Government in granting this conces-
sion have heen wisc in safeguarding to the
State the power to resume the railway and pay
to thosec who constructed it a fair price should
the necessity arise. T shall not he surprised
if the fruition of those projects on a large
seale which MMr. Miles has put so prominently
before the State renders it necessary for
the Government of Western Awstralia to ac-
quire this private railway at a much earlicr
date than to-day may be foreseen; because [
am convineed that from o defence point of
view alone, before many vears it will be
necessary for the Commonwealth Governmoent
not only to construct the railway from Meeka-
tharra to Tlorseshoe, hnt its extension right
through the northern parts of Australia to
Part Darwin and Queensland.

My, Maley: You woulidl not urge the build-
ing of a two-foot line right through?

Mr. JOHNSTON: No; it should be on
the standard pawge, and  that hrings me
to the point, that 1 regret to notiece there is in
the Bill no provision whatever to show the
proposed gauge of this railway, T do not
kuow what is proposed. T know that in oue
ordinary  Govermment railway authorisation
Bills it is not necessary to mention the gauge
of the railway, heeause it is always in eon-
sonanee with the State system. T do not
know whether it is desired that this line
should be of 2-feet pgauge, in which case
it "is really nothing wore than a tramway,
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and cven if the Government line were ex-
tended to the North-West and Port Darwin
there  would be no need for the re-
sumption of this 2-feet tramway. Tt is
o deficiency in the Bill. 1 am not
prepared to say we ought to compel the
concessionnives to build a 3 feet 6 ineh rail-
way, but if it proposed to be a railway in
truth 2s well as in name, such a provision
would appear to be desirable. That is what
I favoue if it ean be done without imposing
on the private vompany a burden greater than
the industry would warrant at the present
time,  Aunother peint referred to is the neces-
gity for a time limit in conncction with the
starting and completion of this line. No one
would desire to harass a local company who
might require time to make thewr finan-
cial arrangements, hut we eannot give
them a  blank ¢heque in  the form
of an Aet of Parliament, authorising
them to exercise this valnable concession at
any time between now and the repeal of the
Act, which may be many yeuars henee,

The Premicr: [ have an amendment to cover
that.

Mr, JOUHNSTON: 1 am glad to hear that,
hut [ hepe that the time limit will not be of
such a natare that it will in any way lharass
the company, who at their inception may be
wore burilened with enthusiasm and optim-
ism than with hard cash and capital. Tt
appenrs uecessary to have o provision re-
garding the rates to he charged for the car-
riage of goods and passengers, The Bill
provides thuat goods and passengers shall be
curried over the railway at such charges and
subjeet to such conditions as  shall be
preseribed by by-law, The terms  under
vwhich the Great Sonthern railway concession
in the first place was granted, and the terms
uitder whiel the Midland Railway Company
run  to-day provide that the rates to he
charged shall not exeeed those in foree on the
Government railways. I do not eontend that,
in this remote part of the Stute between
Meckatharra and Horseshoe, it would he fair
to expeet goods to be carried at the same
rates as in the elosely scttled coastal portions
of the State, but 1 think there should be a
provision that the rates and passenger fares
shoulil not exeeed by more than 25 or 50 per
eent., or some stipulated pereentage which
may he aceepted as air, the rates in foree on
the Government railways, Higher rates may
legitimately he eharged than are charged in
the voastal parts of the State where there is
n large population, but the maximum percent-
age permitted to be ehargerl should be fixed
by tho Bill,

The Premier: Tt would be subjeet to Gov-
erument approval,

Mr. JOHNSTON: 1 am aware of that, but
I have been charged previgusly with a desire
not to give any Government a free hand, and
surcly the Government have professional in-
farmation which would enable them to fix a
+ fair maximum difference?
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Mr. Bwith: Why not apply the Marble
Bar rates!
Mr, JOHNSTON: The member for

North Perth says we might apply the Marble
Bar railway rates, I thank him for the re-
minder. We ail know that on the Mzarble Bar
railway different rates are charged from those
on the ordinary railway service, and probably
it would be fair if we provided that the rates
on the Meckatharra-Ilorseshoe line shonld not
exceerl those charged in the North-West. T
vigited the North-West when the .Marble Bar
railway was approaching eompletion, and the
pastoralists and other people were delighted
to have the railway aml to pay the higher
rates, rather than continue with their bullock
wagons for transport. There is one matter to
whieh I wigh to direct attention, namely the
differentiation in tecatment between the vom-
paity building the line from Meckatharra to
[Tarseshoe, and the treatment which was ex-
tended to the concessionaires for the Ajana-
Geraldine railway with regord to the making
of hy-laws for the regulation of traffie. \With
regarnl to this railway, it is provided that
the owner may make by-laws for the regnla-
tion of traffic and preseribing the charges to
be made for the ecarvinge of passengers aml
goods and imposing penolties not exveeding
£20 for the breach of any such hy-laws, No
by-law is to luve effect unless or until it
shall have been approved and confirmed by
the tovernor awl published in the *Gov-
ornment  Cazette.”?  With regard to the
Ajana-Geraldine  railway, it was  provided
that the Government might make regulations
for the regulation of traffie and prescribing
charges to be made for the earriage of pas-
sengers amnd goods and imposing penalties
not excceding £20 for a breach of any sueh
by-laws,

The Premier: That i the same thing,

AMr. JOHNSTON: 1f so, I do net wish to
labour the point. In hoth cases the hy-laws
have te be approved by the Governor, but
in one case the ewner makes them, and if
the Governor does not approve of them, no-
thing happens, while in the other cuse the
Governor has power te make by-laws which
the owner must observe.

The Premier: They must carry the goods.

Mr., JOHNSTON: T mention this point in
order that the interests of the peopte shall
be safeguarded with respeet to this com-
cession. T have pleasure in supporting the
sceond reading, and T hope that the peints
I have mentioned will be embodied in the
Bill when it renches the Committee stage.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.22]: Tf
this Bill bore any resemblance whatever to
a private railway proposal, T could not be
assoeinted with it either divectly or indi-
reetly. So far as T can understand it, the
proposal is primarily one to allow the com-
pany to build what may be deseribed as o
tramway to eonvey their ore from the mine
to the railhead. T should imagine that the
tramway would be run on similar lines to
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tha.private lines owmed by timher com-
panics operating in the South-West. This
is virtnally the purpose of the Bill and 1
think it a legitimate one to which no ex:
ception can be taken. The (eposits at
Horseshoe are of a fair extent and they can
only be rendered marketable by providing
transit facilities. The readiest and ehcap-

est means to enable these deposits to De,

operated ean be afforded by a tramline as
suggested. In reply to the member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johuston) 1 might
say that these propoditions will stand only a
certain _capitalisation, If it is proved that
these deposits can stamd a1 capitalisation
sufficient to warrant the construction of a
3ft. Gin. gange railway to conform with the
Government standard, well and good,

Mr. 8mith: Are you referving to the man-
ganese deposits?

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. 1 do uot thinlk
that the House, or any fair-minded person,
remembering the present ~ost of material,
would say that if this railway could not he
built te Government standard, it should not
be built at all. This is not a railway in
the ordinary sense of the word; it is a tram-
line. There will be no ebligation on the part
of the Government to purchase it. The
Government could build «u line of their own
to-morrow if thev thought fit, If the value
is in the line, it can be purchased by the
Government at not wmore than its actual
cost. If our railway were extended by the
State or Federal Government, T do not
suppase they would ever contemplate pur-
chasing this tramline. T emphasise that 1
would not be associnted dircctly or indi-
rectly with this proposal if it had any semb-
lance to a private railway projeet. The
objeet is to give the company who own
these deposits similar transit facilities as
are permitted in the SBouth-West to convey
the timber to the Government railways, The
interests of the State are thoroughly safe-
guarded. With reference to the possibility
of any profit being derived from the carry-
ing of goods for the publie, T think one
motor lorry would he able to carry out all
the goods required from Meekatharra.

Mr. Johnston: But not when the men are
at work.

Mr. Duiff: You eannot tell what the de-
velopment might be.

Mr. LAMBERT: At the preseat time the
quantity is abont 100 tons a vear. Tt is to
bhe hoped that the district will develop. 1f,
as a result of the construction by the com-
pany of this tramline, the extension of the
railway is justified, so mueh the better. Tt
will not affect the company, who woull be
only too pleased if the Government under-
took to construet the line straight away. Ti
is for us to consider whether these deposits
should eontinue to lie idle when the Tmperial
Government are starving for this ore to
keep the steel furnaces in the OId Counutry
woing, Tt is to be hoped that the tramline
will be the forernmner of an extension of
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onr railway system, even beyond the point
mentioned by the hon. member,

Question put and passed.
Bill reud a sccond time,

In Committee.

Me. Stubbs in the Chair; the Prenider in
charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—T.and may be reserved and ac-
quired;

My, HUDSOXN: Provision is made under
the Public Works Aect for land to be eompnl-
sorily acquired. It should be provided that
the owners of the land, through which it is
proposed to construet a private railway,
shonld have notice of such construction in
order that they may have an opportunity of
saying whether or not they object to this
being done,

Mr, Maley:
hold [and.

Clause put and passed,
Clause S—agreed to.
Clauge 6—Survey and construction:

My, JOIINSTON: T
tent—
That in line 2 ‘‘shall’”’ be struck out
and ““may’’ ingserted in lieu. .
This elavse is mandatory in its terms.

We mnst have the

It will only ge through lease-

move an  atend-

The Attorney General:
right to survey the land.

Mr. JOONSTON: The Government may
be committed to a big expense under this
vlauge if the resources of the company be-
come strained.

The PREMTER: It is a poor look-out for
the company if they cannot pay the cost of
survey,

Mr. Teesdale: The hon. member is giviay
it & good start in life.

The PREMIER: The land must be sur-
veyed by the Dublic Works Department, and
the cost horne by the company. Tt will only
he a matter of a few hundred pounds. P
hope the amendment will not be agreed to.

Awmendment put and nepatived.

lause put and passed.

Clanse 7—apreed to.

Clause §—On completion Minister to lease

railway on terms:

The PREMTIER: T move an amendment—
That in paragraph (¢}, line d, after

are'’ the words “‘approved by the Gov-

ernor and '’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. MATEY: T move an amendment—
That o new paragraph be added to

stand as paragraph (d} as follows: ‘* That

the lessee and his assigns shall at all times
during the term of the lease thercof keep
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the railway amd rolling stock in  good
order and substantial repair to the satis-
faction of the Commissioner ot Railways.''

At the instance of the leader of the Oppo-
sition a provision similar to this was wade
in the Ajana-Geraldine Railway 1ill. Al
private railways and tramways should be
under the strict sapervision of the Commis-
sioner.  We all deplore the terrible aceident
whivh oceurred on the timber line in the
South-West. Where passengers and goods
are carried it is essentinl that there should
b: Government supervision over the line. I
should like to know if there is any such
atrict gupervigion over the private lines of
Western Australia.

Ilen. P. Collier: None at all. When they
were construeted there wns no power taken
in this direction.

Mr. Lambert: There was no control over
the timber line in question.

Mr. MALEY: Ii would impeosec no hard-
ship on the company concerned to provide
the necessary safeguards for the travelling
publie. ,

The, PREMIER: I do not think the com-
pany ean object to this amendment. Unless
the rolling stock is kept in deeent repair the
line will of course be useless, I think the
timber line mentioned by the hon. member
waa a good line and kept in perfeet repair.

Mr, LAMBERT: The provision is a good
one. [t recalls to my mind that some of the
wood lines on the goldfields which carry pas-
sengers require some such provigion as this
to apply to them.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to. .

Clause 9—agreed to.
Clanse 10—By-laws:
Mr. MALEY: T move an amendment—

That in line 1 ‘"owner’’ be struek out
and ‘‘Governor in Couneil’? inserted in
licu.

It the owners of this railway do not make
by-laws the Governor in Coungil cannot re-
view them.

Mr, TEESDALE: [ do not know what
prompts the hon. memberto move this amend-
ment. Tt may lead to a great deal of trouble
aml  friction. The Government counot be
judges of the proper regulation of trafiie
of this nature.

The Premier:
passmgers.

Mr. TEESDATE: This provision might
e made to apply when it comes to a ques-
tion of carrying passengers, bnt it will he
a long time hefore that is brought ahout,
Tt would be rather hard upon the owners of
the property if they were penalised in any
way merely through carrying one or two
passengers. 1 hope the hou. member will
not persist in his amendment. ’

The PREMIFR: T hope the clause will
wot he altered. [t is clear from paragraph
(¢) of Clauwse 8 that goods and passengers

The ecompany must carry
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must be earried, subject to Ly-laws which
the owners must submit for the approval of
the Governor in Counvil. We have all the
protection necded alrcady. The terminus of
the line will be 700 miles from Porth, and
the ordinary terms of traffic could not apply
there. The traffic will congist for the most
part of wool” It will bring in wool from
stations situated probably as much as 200
miles from the head of the line. The railway
will carry very few passengers. Iowever,
in any case the owners of the railway will
have to act reasonably.

Mr, Hudsgon: What controt will the Gov-
ernment have over the owners?

The PREMIER: That they must ecarry
traffic under conditions to he approved by
the Government. I hope the Committee will
not make any alteration in the clanse.

Mr. TROY: The discussion on this clause
snggests to me very foreibly that the Bill
has been improperly introduced, and that it
ghould have been introduced as a private
Rill. Tt i3 in every sense a private Bill, We
now have members who are interested in the
Bill diseussing it, whereas they hava no
right to he discussing it at all.

Mr., MALEY: T do not propnse to with-
draw my amendment, but I do proposo to
throw the responsibility on the Committee.
The by-laws will not be made by the Gov.
crnor-in-Couneil in the first instance, and nn.
lesa the owners make by-laws and send them
on to the Governor-in-Couneil for approval,
there will be no by-laws,

Mr. Lambert: But it is the by-laws that
will make the charges. Without by-laws
there cannot be any charges.

Mr. MALEY: Passibly I am ohbtuse.

Hen. P. Collier: Tt is immaterial whether
the Governor-in-Council makes the by-laws,
or approves of the by-laws,

Amendment pot and negatived.

Mr, WILLGCOCK: If we substitute *!shall’
for “‘may’' it will he mandatory on the
owners to make by-laws. At present they
are under nn cowmpulsion whatever to make
any by-laws,

The Premicr: Very well; make it ‘‘shall.™’

My, WILLCOCK: T move an amend-
ment—

That ‘‘may,’’ in lne 1, be struck out,
and ‘‘shall’’ inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amepded, agreed to.

New clause—Time limit for construction of
railway:
The PREMIER: T move—

That the following be inserted to stand

ag Clawse 11:—*¢ (1} The owner shall (a)
hegin the construction of the railway
within two years after the passing of fhis
Act, and continue the work to the satisfac.
tion of the Engincer-in-Chief, and ecom-
plete the railway within five years after
the work is commenced; (b) duly pay the.

. echarges of the Department of Puoblic
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Works relating fo the survey and laying
wit of the line of railway and the supaor-
vision of its eonstruction; {¢) ou the com-
pletion of the railway, aceept and excetto
a counterpart of the lease to he granted
wuler Hection 8. (2) If the owner shall
make defoulf in the performpance and ob-
servance of the provisions of this sectionm,
or any of them, the Governor may, by
Order-in-Council, declare that the rights
of the owner under this Act are forfeited,
aml thereupon the anthority conferved by
this Aet to construct, maintain, and work
the railway shall be annulled: Provided
that any rails and material belonging to
the owner may be removed by the owner
from the site of the railway within six
months after the publication of sueh Or-
iler-in-Couneil, Lut if not so removed such
rails amd material shall beeome the pro-
perty of the Crown, subject to the payment
to the vwner of the value thercof to he
fixeed by the Engineer-in-Chief, !

Mr. PROY: The uew clanse gives the
awners seven years in all, which is a ridieu-
lous propoesition. In view of aueh 2 time
Timit, why bring in the Bill at all?

The Premier: Make the time for comple-
{"on three years after commencement,

Mr. TROY: | counsidler fhat three years
in all from now wonld he anmple time, T
‘o not want to sce a concession of this kind
sranted to a company ofs this character on
the flimsy evidence which has been submitted
tr P'arliament, T have heard that there are
possibilities of the exploitation of minerals
it the line is constructed, but I know noth-
ing about the possibitity of raising the eapi-
to] required or securing the necessary ma
tevinl. 1 suggest that the Premier amend
liis now elause so as to provide that the work
of econstruction shall he completed within
three years of its eonunencement, which com-
meneement must he within two years of the
pussing of this menaure,

The PPREMIER: T ask leave to amend
the new clause hy striking onz ““five’? in
paragraph (a) of Bubcelause 1, and substi-
tuting ““three’’ in lieu.

[ eave civen: the new rlanse amended ac-
cordingly,

New celanse, as amemled, pur and passed.

Hehedwle, Title—agreed to.

Rill reported with amendments.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSINTANCE
CONTTNTANCE.

Seeond rending.

ACT

Dehate resumed from 16th Novemher,

Mon, W. ¢, ANGWIN (North-last T're-
mantle) [10,3]: T thought that the Premier
woull have moved for the poestponement of
this item on the Notice Paper becaunss the
representatives of that seetion of the cum.

Yinunity to whom the Indnstries Assigtanes
Board has rewdered sueh service, are, with
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the exception of a very few, absent from
the Chamber,

Hon, P. Collier: They abandoncd tie
mining industry firat, and now they nave
abandoned the farmers.

Hon., W, C, ANGWIN: Ono would e
thought that when a measure of such im-
portance as this is to the farming comnm-
nity was to be discussed, every member of
the Country party would have been i his
scat.

The Premier: They knew vou would sap-
port it,

None WO €0 ANGWIN: There are anly
feur -epresentatives of the Country party
m e Chiunber at present. They arve aore
like vats running away fron: a ship than
they were s .ma time ago.

Ton. . Collier: That is a very warlike
opening.

Mr. Maley: 1 understood that there were
a gnod few rats at Fremantle.

Hon. W. (", ANGWIN: | am not accusing
the hon, member of runaing away., He is
ir lis seat.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is:
the Bill be read a seeond time,

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: 1 am coming to
that. T notice that the Bill 1s in a form
slightly different from other continuance
Rills which have come before the House.
The title  reads to the effeet that the
measure is for an  Act to continue the
operation of the lodustrics Assistance Aect,
1915, The short title of the RHill sets out
that the measure shall be cited as the In-
dustries Assistance Act Amendment Aect,
1920, The title of the Bil, thervefore, is
contrary to the subject matter of the Bill
The only amendment that § ean see is the
altered date.  Whether it is the intention
of the Government to allow a number of
amendments to be made in aecordance with
the ghort title, 1 do not know.

Mr. Harrison: They are not
here.

lon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: It has beeome a
cammon priactice for the Government to in-
troduce a Bill and then place amendments
on the XNotice Paper, which amendments
sometimes cover a greater space than the
Rill itself. There is a possibility of that
tnking place in connection with this Ball.

The Premier: I do not know of any
amendment te be made.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Al any rate, this
gives us an oppoertunity te make amcend-
ments, T was interested in listening to the
Premier introducing the Bill, He peinfed
out the good work that has heen done
under the Acet, and for the first time, T was
going to say, he did give the Labour party
some credit for introdueing this legislation
originallv, [t should he remarked, at the
sume time, that the adminisiration of the
Act is not what was intended at the ontset.
The Act was introduced as a ftemporary
mensure, Tt was brought in at a time when
Western Australin was going through very
stressful conditions, through one of the

That

mentioned



{26 NovEMEBER, 1920.]

greatest droughts ever experienced in  the
State. In addition to that we were experi-
eneing the trying condittons brought about
by the rommencement of the war, It wus
found necessary in  the ioterests of the
State that special legislation of an emerg-
ency nature should be introduced for the
purpose of assisting men on the land, bnt
owing to the conditiong which obtained in
other industries, it was decmed nceessary
for something to be done to #assist the
people in general. 1t was never intended
that the Aet should continue for all time.
It was intended that thorough profection
shonld bhe given to every section of the
commuuity., We realised that not only
merchants in the eity, bot large numbers
of storckeepers throughout the country, had
given credit aod found themselves in debt
owing to their endeavour to assiat the men
who were carrying on the industries of the

State. Tt was thought necessary to carry
on the farming industry for wearly two
vears, and  the conditions under the Act

were earried into eoffect.  The Government
roalised that the farmer was the first to
nerd assistance owing to the apecial eon-
ditiona hronght about by the dronght.
Timbher companies suffered from disahilities
regarding the export trade owing to the
searcity of shipping. As they conld not gt
their products to market, they found it
necesanry to sceure asgistanes wnder this
Act. They were asgisted temporarily. The
pearling industry was also affected. The
pearlers eould not get rid of their shell as
a pavable proposition and they alse were
nesisted.  Owing to  the locking up of
money. the eonditions in the mining indus-
try necessitated assistanee being rendered
to that section as well, To-day, however,
there are verv few industries apart from
farming, which are securing assistanee
under the Aet, which has hecome not an
Todustries Assistanee Act, buot, as the Pre-
mier said, the farmers’ bank,

My, Trov: For some farmers,

Mr. Johnston: The poar farmers' bank.

Hon. I*. Collier: And some of them ot
toe poor cither.

Hon., W. O, ANGWIN: That is the posi-
tion now, TFor two years the provisions of
the Act were carried ont in necordance with

the intentions of Parliament. The store-
keepers were able to earrv on in  the
various farming towns of the  State.

The merchants knew that they were safe
in assisting the farmers until such  time
as they wonld become fairly prosperous.
Anud thev put no pressure on the small store-
keeper, who continued te do business with
the merehant in the eity. But when the Pre-
micer took offee, in hizs vanal optimistie way,
he eoncluded we were- not doing sufficient.
The greatest condemnation the Taboar party
pot from members representing the farm-
ing eommunity was that they would not vio-
Inte the intentions of Parliament and pay
ensh to certnin farmers when the cash was
owing to other persons, The reanlt wag a
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change of Government, and the new Premicr
immediately gave in to the demands of the
farmers' aupposed friends and said, ‘‘In
future yon can buy where you like, 1 will
make cash payments.'' And he paid cash,
m® only to the farmers, hut also to the pee-
gons they cmployed. The vash payments im-
mediately stopped the farmer from continn-
ing to trade with the storckeeper.

The Promier: He did not need to.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIXN: With the result
that the storekeeper was unalle to trade ax
he had been doing with the merchants, Deing
unable to meet his current aceount, beeanuse
his money was not cowing in. In many
instanees he went to the bankruptey court,

The Premier: [ do not think so. He il
hetter.

Hen., W. C. ANGWIN:+ And there grew
up in the State a political trading concern,
! am not going to deal with that. [ am
merely pointing out what the intention swas,
and what the actual cffect has heen under
the present Government. The Tnduatries As-
ststance Board lhas at last sent down their
report, Tt is dated 19th November. ‘Their
yoar finished on the 30th June, hut their
haluncee sheet is dated 31st March.

The Premier: According to the Act.

Hon. W. C. ANOGWIN: 1 notice in this
report one or two matterg whiel call for in-
vestigation. We find that 233 customers have
taken their discharges during the year, mak-
ing the total nmnmber of clearances granted
to date 729,  Through the action of the
Labhour Government in introducing legisla-
tion of this kind for the purpose of render-
ing assistance in time of need, we have 720
men who do not believe in working continu-
ally under a charity organisation.

The Premier: It is not charity at all,

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: They believe in
being free men.  The State ought to  he
prond of them,  They said, *“We have
worked hard, we know the assistance the
Giovernment have rvendercd us, we have re-
pail the Government, paid our storekeepers,
paid our dand rents, and are again free
men, and we intend to trade where we so de-
sire.’” What is the position? The Government
found those men were going off the board.
Whether it was the influence of the officials
who were desirows of vetaining a large Gov-
crnment  department, | do not kwow, What
has Deen done?  The reyort states, ©F AN
clearnnees are now granted at clients’ op-
tion, and the board finds that the desire to
get free from its control is not hy any menus
woneral.’’  Instead of complying “with the
intention of Parliainent that a man once got-
ting on Ins feet must hecome a free man
again ond not have some Government official
looking after him, the Government have
turned round amd said, ‘‘You ean please
vourself, Tf you like to stay on‘with us you
ean,  We do not intend te strike yvou off our
list, heenuse if we do so the hoard will soon
bherome a dead letter. See how much hetter
we can do for you, We can pay cash for
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super; we ¢an buy bags (although they are
not buying bags this year), and generally
we can make you very comfortable.’” Other
farmers who bhave not had the assistance of
the board have to pay through taxation a
portion of the cost of its administration. It
is very interesting to note that these keen
business men, who are maintaining a large
number of clients instead of making them
free men——
The Premier: They are free men,
{The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Tt is interesting
to note how they wiew the position. They
tell us that numbers of farmers have gong
over to the board. They say they lhave made
advanees on 159 properties, aggregating
£04,124 7s, 7d. On these properties interest
has acerued to the amount of £9,835 16a. 7d.

The Premier: That dates back to 1914,

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: I do not expeect
them to get clear of every property, but I am
pointing out how their smart business men
administering the Act view the position. This
represents o total amount of £103,960 4s. 2d.
Tt is not much if we talk in millions, as the
Premier does.

The Premier: You are very unpleasant
to-night.  What do "you want?

Hon. W, 0. ANGWIN: Nothing, The re-
port states, '‘The bulk of these holdings are
composed of light country which has failed
to give profitable results. The proportion of
losses to be faced will be heavy.”’ At the
time the Act was passed, no hon. member
expeeted that every man who should get an
advance under the Aet would succeed. Some
of those men had not had practical experi-
ence, while others were of the type raferred
to on one occasion by the leader of the Op-
position whe gquoted one as having said
‘“Cod Dless the Tndustries Assistance
Board,’ and went on to explain that his
tarmer friends had déelared he did not know
whnt he would do if the board were to close
down, that he would never leave the farm
so long as the board was in existence. That
man, aceording to the leader of the Opposi-
tion, had been getting about three bushels to
the aere for the preceding seven years. But
here is the strange position: T pointed out
just now that clearances have heen granted
to 729 farmevs. Others on the baoks at the
present time are not indebted to any person,
bt T will deal only with the 729, Those
men have paid their debts,

The Minister for Mines: They are Incky.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: Well, they worked
hard. “*But,”” says the hoard, ‘“as an offset
to this £100,000 which we have paid out,
and  which  has  not  bheen  repaid,
these people hava paid their  debts,
whieh may be offsct against thoge unpaid.”’

Mr, Maley: That is what you call balane-
ing.

Hen. W, O, ANGWIN: As an offset to
this the board have paid land rents. Tt
is really purchase money. They have paid
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Agricultural Bank interesi, water rates,
land tax, accounts for implements received,
and a few other charges, amounting in all to
£720,787. Onc would think this was a pre-
sent being made to the Government. It is
merely the just dues which those persons
owe to the Government for property they
were purchasing, and this is to be used as
an offget against the man who has not paid.
This is the way the board view the position.

The Premier: I do not think they do that.
- Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Undoubtedly this
legisiation has been of benefit to the State,
but I do not knew why the Gevernment
should claim that some of these people, who
would never have got any money but for
the Act—there i3 no doubt some of the pee-
ple indebted to the merchants at that time
would have eudeavoured to clear off their
liabilities at a later date.

Mr, Harrison: They would not have been
able to do so.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: [ do not say that.
It was an advantage to them to have nas-
gistance to remain on the Jand.

Mr., Maley: And to preserve the State’s
seeurity.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, a number of
them; some @did not. But the Premier raid
there bad been three millions of cash trad-
ing since the establishment of the board.
I do not know that that is of much import-
ance. These people have had te live and
wear clothes and boots and buy machinery
and observe the usual conditions of life, and
they have brought about a trade equal to
about three million pounds. But they have
received a little over four million pounds in
eash for their produce; consequently the
money which they put into cash trade wns
used to enable them to get a little over four
million pounds.

The Premier: They paid the Government
nearly a million.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGRWWIN: T am only using
the Premier’s figures, It was not of benefit
to the trading comnunity. Tf they paid the
Government £720,000 they have had the
henefit of that, and their land is now nearer
to alicnation than it was in ]914, when the
Act was passed.

The Premier: Of ecourse.

Ton. W. €. ANGWIN: Consequently they
have the benefit of that. The Premier
makes out that they paid the Government
gomething for nothing. TInstead of that
they merely paid the Government their just
dues.

The Premier: No, I did not say that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T have bren try-
ing to understand the balanee shect and
have found it very diffienlt indced. The
Premier stated that on the 31st Mareh the
outstanding liahilities under the Industries
Assistance Boarl amounted to £693,000. 1
have endeavonred to ascertain how the Pre-
mier arrived at those figures.

The Premier: Not from that balance
aheet, Tt is £921,000 now, and thia is a
long time nfterwards.
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Huon, W, {0 ANGWIN: According to the
baliiee sheet the lNabilities of the board
aee £2,470,352 11s. 7d,

The Premier: There i3 a big eredit against
that amount.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN; If there is a big
eredit against that amouont one would have
thonght that it would have been shown
among the assets. [ think it is, but the
Premier infers that it is not. In the assets
there are n trust assignment aceount of
£675,251 Ms. 1d., receipts in suspense £243
1s., sinking fund contributiona £751 4s. 54,
sinking fund contributions in suspense
£2,625 13s. 2d., a total of £679,018 12s, 8.
On the contra are liabilities for the 19190-
20 season's crop and previous crop proceeds,
£6G2,651. The £679,018 12s, 8d. represents
the sinking fund and certificates held by the
Government with regard to the ampunts
awing for wheat, Ts that what it means?

The Premier: 1 have not the balance
sheet, .

Hou. W. €. ANGWIN: If we take the
£679,018 as crop proceeds and a few other
simall amounts less hills receivable £284,
less reserve for bad debts £111,050, stock in
hand £1,192, and recoup from the Agrieul-
tural Department £3,849, there iz still an
indebtedness of £1,674,573.

The Premier: Yon have misrcad the fig-
ures,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: [ do not say that
[ am correct.

The TPremier: TFinish the Bill and l: ns
have a look at the figures afterwards.

Hon., P. Collier: That is a novel iden.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: While the Tre-
mier says that £693,000 was outstanding on
the 30th June, I find under sundry dehtors
prineipal advances £1,610,193 4s. 3d. interest
acerued and ocutstanding £111,533 14s, 4.
These are debtors,

The Minister for Mines: That is a most
sucressful balanece sheet. A halance shegt
that proves everything is of no valuc.

TTon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: This proves that
the Premier’s statement is about a million
out.

The Minister for Mines: That is nothing;
that is a compliment.

1Ten. P. Collicr: A million is neither here
nor there,

flon. W. (0 ANGWIN: Tt is nothing when
the Premier tnlks in millions. The Premier,
however, must admit that it is diffienlt to
nnderstand this balance sheet.  The boarid
say that they maile a profit for the 12 mouths
of £5,767 184, 1d. Tt is a queer thing to
calenlate profits when there is a large amount
outatanding.,  Therc i3 another Bill dealing
with advauces under this Aet, and T intend
te disenss some of thesa matters when that
BiH is before uwe.  There is only one other
thing 1 wish tn refer to; it i3 abont time, in
view of the report of the board that the
farmers of this State are in such o prosver-
ovs condition, that some effort was made to
further reduce their indebtedness to outside

firms.
- \
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The Premier: We are doing that.

Hon, W. (", ANGWIN: The Premier said
he has £40,000 for payment, and that £210,000
has been paid, and that there is still owing
to outside ereditors £392,000.

The Premier: The amount still owing 1a
£350,000,

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: It is about time
the hoard took into considcration the question
of reduring the amount owing to outsido
ereditors, [t 12 true that many of those
persons would perhaps have lost some of their
money if it had not heen for this Act.

The Honorary Minister: They would not
have received within 50 per cent. of it,
ilon. T. Collier: That is no renson for

keeping them out. .

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN; Through the aetion
of my hon. friends some of them have got
nothing and will never get anything.,  They
have become bankrupt and ruined, through
the negleet of the Government to earry out the
intentions of the Act when it.was passed.
This constitutes one of the greatest seandals
ever perpetrated in the State.  Tverything
should have heen donc to proteet not only
the farmer, the mining sgents, the timher
man, the pearler, and so on, but to sce that
the storekecper also was protected. The
storekeepers, however, have been sacrificed
hecause they have heen fewer in number than
the farmers. There was wore political sup-
port from the large body of farmers than
from the smaller number of storckecpers.
During the Inst two or three years some of
the storekecpers have heen saerificed while
other persons have flonrished and are now in
a proaperony position. Seme of the people
have had Dbankers at their backs and have
een able to tide over the years until pay-
ment was made to them,  Annther seetion,
however, has not heen backed in this way
and has had to go to the wall. They are no
longer in as prosperous a nosition as’ they
were before they. went to the assistance of
the farmer. T trust the Government will
gre that some of this £392.000 iz distributed
at an early date. T shall support the serond
reading of the Bill beeanse T know it is im-
possible just pow to do without this legis-
lation.  The Tndustries Assistanee  Board
aeeounts should De closed as soon as possible,
It a farmer’s bank is nceessary let it be a
bank of issne to which anvone ean go. The
farner has no more right to speeinl privi-
leges nt the hands of the State thau the
haker or the grocer,

Hon. T. Collier: Not in normal times.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN; No. [f it is in-
tended to ecarry this on as a bank let it he
a bank open to alk

The Mimster for Mines: What wa want is
an industries assistanee advance hank,

Flon, W, C. ANGWIN: Wa shall then have
a hank which ean be used by afl the people
of the State. As thangs are now the hank is
mnly for a section of the people. T hope the

Government will put an end to this svstem

at the enrlicst possible date.
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Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [10.43]: I look
upon  this legislation as of the utmost im-
portance to the Btate.  The results whigh
have been sehieved show that the operations
of the Industries Assistance DBoard have
been of great advantage to a large number
of persons. When one realises trom the fig-
urgs given the amount of money that has
been milvaneed te producers, and the faet
that this money has enabled them to tide
over a Jdifficult period, and become solvent,
as well as build homes for themasclves and
induec others to take up the same oaecupa-
tion, any minor objections one may have
skould not prejudice one’s regard for the
valne to the State of the Industries Assist-
ance Board,

The Premier: And it has been the means
of an immense amount of money being pro-
duced.

Mr, TROY: 1 take up the same sattitude
ny that of the member for North-East Tre-
mantle (Hon, W. C. Angwin). T bad uo
ahjection at the beginning to provision heing
made for those farmers who were dependent
npon the State for nssistance. When drought
sfruek this country T had no objection to
the State going to the assistanee of a boly
of people whao were in parlous circumstances.
Aceording to the balance-sheet produced, and
the faets gmiven regarding the operuations
of the hoard, however, T think that time hade
now passed. To-day moat of the clients of
the *bourd are in a position to look. after
thomselves,  Because of this they aure not
entitled to any wmore consideration than
should be given to any other section of the
people, no matter what industry they are
ongaged in.  In its early stages the measure
was open to a great deal of eriticism. I re-
menber the *¢ West Australian’'® sent a repre-
sentative aronnd the country and veferred to
the Nhoard as ‘“The Industries TResistance
Board.'" Tlearvt-reniding stories were told of
the nianner in whieh the settlers were being
treated. .

Hon, T. Collier: The farmers were enroll-
ing to resist by foree of arma.

Mr, TROY: The articles in the ‘‘West
Anstralian,’’ eondemning the operations of
the hoard bear ont what the leader of the
Opposition has stateld.  The board has been
of immense value, Not only hns it conserved
portion of an indnstry which wonld otherwise
have been lost to the Btate, but it has also
given specinl consideration to a body of
men over the heads of other persons in the
community whe are equally deserving of sup-
port. That is wy only objection to the
menanre, To-day, many of the clients of
the board should not be there at all, Tf
they should remain clients, everyone ¢lse en-
gagel ju any primary industry should be en-
titled to come under the good offices of the
board, The bhoard is a privileged institu-
tion. Tt finances the farmer in such a way
that he is able to gamble on the seasons,
Tle knows that if the season proves a failure,
the hoard will earry him on. The farmer,
however, who is dependent on his own re-
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sources, is afraid to gamble in thia way, be-
cause if he fails he hias to make up the lia-
bilities from his own pocket. The furmer
who is not dependent nm the hoard is equally
as good a farmer as the other.

My, Harrison: Do yvon not think that every
farmer who grows wheat is gambling on it?

My, TROY: Tf 1 had been a client of the
hoard, ¥ woulil have put under ecrop every
acrg of my land whether faHowed or not
fallowed, but as the beard does not carry
me ot T have had to be cautious in the mat-
ter.

Hon, P. Collier:
gamblers.

My, TROY: As a rtesult, my acreage is
limited in comparison with the acreage of
men who have been able to gamble on the
hoard.  Further, the Loard has been able,
by buying a large quantity of goods amd ma-
terial, to supply its clicnty at a cheaper rate
than others have been able to get. During
the Izst three or four years the clients of
the board have been able te sceure their
wheat saecks at a cheaper rate -than the
farmer who was not on the hoard was
ahle to do. The same thing applies to
other commaodities, for instance, superphos-
phates.  The farmer on the board also had
his insurances effected at a cheaper rate
than the farmer who was not on the bhenrd,
In consequence, the farmers on the hoard
were a privileged seetion, At the beginning
of the board they had to he assisted, hbuot
now they hang on to the board because
thereby fthey reveive advantages over the
rest of the ecommunity. Tf we are going to
continne the board—and T have no ohjection
to that—why earry on two institutions serv.
ing the same purpose? YWhy carry on the
Agricultural Bank as well as the Industries
Assistatee Doard?  Why  not amalgamate
them, making one general Lank for the pur-
pose of financing all the industries of West-
ern Anstralin? There ought not to be any
privileged institution giving conecssions to &
few, hat there onght to he one bank for the
purpose of assisting every industry in the
State. Ts there any possibility of this beard,
whieh was iuaugurated by the Lakour Gov.
ernment, heing extended to embrace other in-
dustries? T hope that the Premier, in reply-
ing, will give an imlication of the Govern-
ment 's inteations for the future. T helong
to the party who were instrumental in put-
ting the measure into operation here, and it
has always had my support. Tut numbers of
people who enjoyed the advantages offerad
by the hoard. dil not play fair with the
board in the beginning. They pnt up the
most ridienlous arguments why their sheep
and varions commodities produced on their
farms should not be_handed in to the board.
and that positien was bacled up by the farm-
era’ represcentatives in this Tlouse. Howevor,
all in all, the operations of the hoard have
proved of great advantage to the conntry,
Nevertheless, T ohjeet to the wsefulness of
the institntion being restricted to the fow
settlers who are now its clients. I shall vote

There are gamblers and
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for the continnance of the Tndustries As.
sistance Board, bot let that institution be-
come a peneral bank not only for the farm-
ers but tor the producers in every other class

of industry. A policy of that nature would,

1 say, re-cive the endorsement of every mem-
ber on this side of the Honse.

Mr, TIARRISON (Avon) [10.55]: T agree
with portion of the remarks of the membet
for North-Iast Fremantle (Hon, W. C. Ang-
win), but with another portion of his re-
marks | cannot agree.  The creation o_f the
bonrd was in the first instance essential to
the welfare of the whole Btate. The farmers
hovine suffered severe losses in the drought
of 1914-13, and also prier to that year,
sueh lagislation as this was indispensable to
the mainteuance of the agrieultural indus-
try. The results of the expenditure by the
board have more than warranted that expen-
diture. ‘The aggrepate returna from wheat
for the veurs from 1915 to 1920 are, accord-
ing to the hoard’s roport, £4,154,000. Be-
gides that, there is the aggregate of receipts
from hay, oats, barley, and ather products.
Tt has been stated in this Chamber that the
farmers have received benefits at the expeuse
of the storckeepers; but that is not correct.
True, some storekeepers have suffered, but as
the result of the oporations of the board
other storekcepers have been enabled to re-
tire from business altogether. Some c¢ases
could he mentioned on each side, and the game
gtate of things would have obtained oven if
the board had never been created. Howerver,
as stated by the Premier on o former ocea-
aion, the Industries Assistance Board have
ben the means of paying to the store-
keepers anid other creditors of the hoard’s
clients sums aggregating over three millions
gterling. Thus the keeping of the scttlers on
the lamid, produeing wealth, has been the
means of paying old machinery debts and
old store accounts totalling very large
amounts indeed; and to-day we have, in ad-
dition, a live asset of great magnitude re-
presented by the properties of the farmers.
| have naot been able to go through the ro-
turns furnished by the hoard, but I under-
stand they show that the credits of the com-
ing harvest will go to liquidate large debits.
Further, o farmer on the board is debited
each year with so mueh per aeré in respeet
of the land he intends to put under crop for
that vear. Tn reply to the statements of the
member for Mt. Magnet (Mr, Troy) that
farmers on the board praetically gamble, let
wme point out that one of the duties of the
board s inspectors is to ace that each elieny
of the board fallows a certain area each year
and unless that fallowing is done during the
fallowing =scason, the inspeetor does not an-
thorige the monthly payment to the eclient.
The c¢lient has to work according to the in-
speetor's instructions, and most of the board’s
inspectors have been instrocted by inspee-
tors of higher grade in the best methods of
farming. Tt is part and pareel of the con-
ditions under which advances are made that
some permanently valuable work must be car-
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ried out on the farm from month to month,
Therefore the Industries Assistance Board
are now in a very much better position than
during their early days. With regard to the
atatement that certain properties on the
hoard were in the nature ef insolvent seeuri-
ties, let me point out that the board’s re-
port says—
On the 30th .June the board were carry-
ing 159 advances, aggregating £94,124 Ts.
d, with £9,000 accumulated interest.
The bulk of these holdings were principally
on light lands. Although I eannot prove the
statement, I am satisfied that the major por-
tion of these holdings were abandoned in the
carly stages of the war and have not since
been re-selected. Some have heen taken up
by returned men and some of the holdings
are on the poorer soil in the lighter country.
If it were not for this fact, T am satisfied
that some of them would not havo been on
the board ar all

Hon. P. Collier: And we would not have
lost £100,000 ¢n them,

Mr. Johnston: You would net have re-
ceived £4,000,000 for the wheat,

Hon. P. Collier: I am not dealing with
that aspect.

Mr. HARRISON: Even if the war had
not started, it hasg to be remembered that we
had Dbad years prior to 1914. and some of
these men had to receive assistance. Some
of the farmers were behind in their Agricul-
tural Bank interest, their land rents, and
water charges, even to the extent of two or
three years. Through the assistance which
has been rendered to them in the past, a
large number of the farmers have made
good, The member for North-East Fremantle
desired to know why a large number of these
farmers sti! had eurrent accounts with the
hoard. The reason is that these men do not
eare to clear off their indebtedness to the
honrd and terminate their accounts, Tmme-
diately a farmer does so and pays off the
whole of his liabilities to the beard, he is
withont eapital for the commencement of
the next season. The result is that he is not
in a reasonnble position to shoulder all the
expenses attached to a new season.  When
such a farmer i3 on the board, he is in a
better position and is able to carry on with
confidenee, whereas the man who meets all
hia labilities iz not so fortunately cireum-
gtaneed.

Tlon, W. C. Angwin: He would be better
oft than he was prior to the drought,

Mr. HARRISON: T am satisfied that a
vonsiderable  proportion of the liabilities
owing to the board by returncd soldiers
affeet new men, whe have taken up holdings.

Mon. W. (. Angwin: The returned gol-
diers furnish a good old excuse.

Mr. HARRISON: According to the report
of the Industries Assistance Board for the
year ended 30th .June last, 497 soldiers had
avniled themselves up to thot date of the
privileze of obtaining assistance under the
Tndvstries Assistance Act. This faet, it is
pointed out, militated against the liquida-
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tion of the boarl’s overdraft. 'This assist-
ance has done o tremendous amount of good,
aird if returned soldiers can secure these ad-
vances and their operations are supervised
by officers who are able to advise them re-
garding the working of their propertics and
their choice of machinery, these men are wise
in taking advantage of this measare.

ITon. W. C. Angwin: Therc would be only
one choice of jmplements if I had my way.
They would take the State implements.

Mr, HARRISON: 1 regret that the State
Iplement Works do not turn out machinery
of a uniformly high standard, but perbaps
that will be improved in due coursc. We
hope to continue the operations of the In-
dustries Assistance Board and so give these
wen o chance to pick wp. There is a chance
that some of them will require assistance in
due courge, LE the operations of the Aot
werg extended to the South-West and other
portions. of the State as well, it should re-
sult in great benefit to the State. [ intend
to do all that 1 can to keep the Imdustries
Assigtance Board in operation for some time
to come,

Mr,  JOUNSTON  (Williams-Narrogin)
[1LGJ: Members of the Country party na-
turally desire to reply to some of the atate-
ments which have heen made during the
vourse of the debate with reference to the
initiation and working of the Industries As-
sistance Board., It iz certain that the whole
agricultural community, as well as the peo-
ple of the State gencrally, were behind the
Labour Government in the poliey they adop-
ted when they established the Industries
Assistanee Board in January, 1915, on whieh
date the Aet was put through.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The board was
started in 1914. Mr. Bath started it.
Mr. JOHNSTON: ‘That is so. If thore

have been complaints against the adminis-
tration of the board, they have only been on
matters of detail, and at this stage those
complaints are hardly worthy of recognition
by the House. ‘There was no division of
opinion so far as the agricnltural community
was concerned regarding the wisdom of the
establishment and continunnee of the opera-
tions of the Industries Agsistance Board. The
figures quoted in the report for this year
show that a buge amount of wheat has been
profuced by farmers who have been assisted
by the board, That in itself is illuminative
of the result of the assistance by the State.
ligt it be remembered that this great pro-
duetion has been achicved by men whose con-
dition was so parlous owing to climatic and
other adverse conditions that without that
assistance the men could not have remained
on their holdings. Between 700 and 800
farmers have obtained clearances from the
board and are now independent and well-
catablished settlers. Tn 1915-16 the wheat
produced by the farmers who were assisted
through the Industries Assistance Board
totalled 4,954,608 bushels, of a eash value of
£688,094. Tn 1916-17 the production was

| ASSEMBLY. |

4,005,909 bushels, and the ecash value
£858,201. In 1917-18 the production was
2,370,753 Dbushels, uand the cash value
£408,175.  In 1918-19 the production was
2,510,533 bushels, valued at £695,8(9; and

last year, duc to the high price received for
wheat, the production, which amounted to
3,101,607 bushels, was valued at £1,4035,104,
Nearly onc and a half millien pounds worth
oi wheat was produeed by the assisted farm-
ers last year alone, and for the five years
during which the bonrd bas heen in opera-
tion over fourteen million bushels of wheat
were put into the Pool, apart frem seed,
hay, wool, and other produce, and for this
wheat alone the assisted farmers received a
cash value of £4,145,533. Tn face of those
figures, who can nquestion the wisdom of
having established and continued the opera-
tions of this beneficent institution? Weo
have been told that the assisted farmer is
in a better position than the man outside
to gamble on the season. This is not so.
Tt the assisted farmer gamhles on the sea-
son he does it at his own risk. Parliament
dceided to give the State a firat mortgage,
nbsolute sccurity over the farmer’s crop, his
animals, his chattels, his machinery, and ecven
his furniture, although that was not in the
original econtract under whieh the advances
were made.

Hon. P. Collier: And all those goods and
chattels did not nearly cover the amount
loaned.

Mr, JOHNSTON: In many cases they
rovered more. A man with a well-estab-
lished home might po to the board for n
limited wmount of assistance and then wake
up to find the Government had extended the
seenrity over his possessions to the whole of
the stock, machinery and plant, without con-
sulting him.

The Premier: That was done years ago.

Mr. JORNSTON: Tt was not done until
Inst session. Previoualy the farmers werg
protected by the moratorinm frour the verv
keginning of the board’s operations, and last
session a Bill was brought in giving that
extrn geeurity over the farmer’s asscts, Thus
it will be scen that the gamble referred to
is one in which the State has full seeurity.

MTon., P. Collier: What security has the
storekeeper?

Mr. JOHUNSTON: That is not the point
[ am at present diseussing. The Government
are protected under the Aet to the extent
of cverything the farmer possesses.

Hon. P. Collier: Even so they lost £100,000
on 169 holdings.

Mr. JOHNSTON: [ am not deprecating
the valoe of this assistance to the industry,
but it should he remembered that it is not
a gift, neitler is it a loan without interest.
Tt is o loan of the greatest advantage to the
reciptent, but still a loan for which the re-
cipient pays full market value in interest.
1t is of great benefit to the settler, but he
pavs in full when he pavs seven per cent.
interest on the whole of the loan.
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Hon. P. Collier: That is unquestioned.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am pleased to have
that admission from the leader of the Oppo-
sition. The Industries Assistance Board has
been a most valuable institution to the Gov-
crnment departmentas in respect of the col-
lgetion of outstanding debts. Through the
operations of the board the Government have
collected an immense amount of money due to
public revenue which otherwise would not have
been collected, and whiech during five years
have apgregated nearly three-quarters of a
million.

Hon, P, Collicr: In other worda revenuc
has benefited from loan funds to that extent.

Mr. JOINSTON: That is so. During the
five years the board has paid to the Lands
Tdepartment by way of land rents £307,358;
to the Agricultural Bank in interest, £220,848;
in water rates, £29,685; in State land tax,
£4,830; to the State Implement Works,
£37,167;
to the Civil Service settlement scheme £929;
the Tammin scttlement department, £641;
and in road boards rates £5,186, or a total
payment to Government departinents of
£720,787. That shows the measure in which
the State has benefited from the establishment
of this institution, It is certainly the hest-
revenue-collecting ageney the Government
have, 1 commend the Government on having
decided to continue the Act, and T congratu-
late the board upon the way in which they
have earried on. I regret that the Govern-
inent did not decide to make the board a
permancent institution instead of mercly con-
tinwing the bhoard for another year.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why should it be eon-
fined to one industry?

Mr, JOHNSTON : It should not be confined
to one industry, but should be for all prim-
ary industries, as bas from time o time been
the ease. Tf we are to make it more nseful,
let ns do s0, do not let us reduce its utility
in any direetion. The faet that 500 returned
soldiers have recently come under the opera-
tions of the board is convineing proof that
the bhoard will have to be earried on.

Hon. P. Cellier: Why have two institutions
dealing with the man on the land? Why not
leave it to the Agricultural Bank?

Mr, JOHNSTON: The trustees of the Ap-
ricultural Bank are the members of the In-
dustries Assistance Board,

Hon. P. Collier: Still, they are operating
two separate Aets,

Mr. JOHNSTON: T have uo objection to
the comhination of those Acta if that will

make the work of the board more
ugeful. Apart from the scttlement
of returned soldiers the unfortunate

storms lately experienced in the Dalwallinu
and other districts will probably nccessitate
new settlers being brought under the board.
T regret that while the Government were intro-
ducing this Bill they did not make the beard
a permanent institution as I am satisfied its
position, merits. It would save the neecssity
for bringing o continuance Bill down every

rnl

to the Seed Wheat Board, £33,338; -

1845

year and would obviate the need for their
annual debate, If the Government will accept
an amendment to continue the board for five
years I shall be pleased to move it,

On motion by Mr. Maley the debate ad-
journed.

House odjourned at 1121 pm,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., amd read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Megsage from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following Bills:

1, Treasury Bonds Deficiency.
2, Health Act Continuance.

VISIT OF THE PRINCE OF WALES.
Resolution of Loyelty—Letter in Beply.

The PRESTDENT: I have received the fol-
Jowing letter from the Private Secretary
to His Excelleney the Governor—

I have the honour to euclose herewith
copy of despatch His Excellency the Gov-
ernor has received from the Right Hon-
ourabie the Secretary of State for the
Colonies—

Downing Street, lst Oectober, 1920, I
have the honour to acknowledge receipt
of your despateh No. 22 of the 13th
August transmitting Addresses to His
Majesty the King which were passed
manimously on the 5th August by the
members of the Legislative Council and
the Legislative Assembly of. Western
Australia



